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“All these devoted themselves with one accord 
to prayer, together with some women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.” 
(Acts 1:14)




























To the Family of the Rogate:

Rogationists, Daughters of Divine Zeal, Rogationist Missionaries,
Lay Associates, Collaborators and Benefactors, 
Devotees of St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia





INTRODUCTION


1. 	As pilgrims on the eve of the Jubilee Year 2025, as sons and daughters of St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, who always lived with our minds and hearts turned toward the Lord, especially today, we are called to revive our prayer.
One learns to pray by praying, but listening to the Word of God and witnessing to people who pray is a fundamental help.
We will do well to approach the Jubilee by trying to revive the spirit of prayer.
In the following pages we have tried to respond to the Church’s invitation to make ourselves pilgrims in prayer towards the Jubilee, allowing ourselves to be guided by Father Hannibal, who, accepting the gift of the Spirit, became our guide.
We have reported in detail his teaching, his words, and we have chosen to limit our commentary precisely in order to invite the reader to act like a pearl-finder and discover the richness, depth and beauty of his words on prayer. 
In fact, we realize that we are not listening to an aseptic doctrine, but to something that flows from a heart in love with God and neighbor, which communicates itself to us through the Word of God and the wisdom of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church. 
It is hoped that this reading will be a stimulus for us to approach more of his many valuable writings. 
This letter is developed in five parts: the first accompanies us “with the Church towards the Jubilee”; the second invites us to discover, through many testimonies, “Father Hannibal, a man of prayer”; the third points out that Father Hannibal left us “prayer as a rule of life”, in his many texts of constitutions and regulations; the fourth and fifth parts are a catechetical introduction to prayer, with the words of Father Hannibal, often confirmed by those of Pope Francis.
We thus have an aid for our prayer, which we vow to revive on this journey towards the Jubilee Year, which is now approaching, in order to arrive with the best of dispositions.

   












CHAPTER ONE

With the Church toward the Jubilee



1.1.	Holy Year 2025 “Hope does not disappoint”

2.	On the Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, May 9, Pope Francis promulgated the Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025 Spes non confundit (Hope does not disappoint) (Rom 5:5).
	The first Jubilee, or Holy Year, was proclaimed by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300, when an extraordinary sense of expectation brought unusual groups of pilgrims to Rome. Originally intended to be repeated on a centennial basis, the event was later raised to a fifty-year term in 1450, but in 1475 a new Jubilee was celebrated by Sixtus IV, and since then ordinary Jubilees have been held at constant intervals of twenty-five years. In addition to the ordinary Jubilees, from the sixteenth century on, there were numerous extraordinary Jubilees, solemnly proclaimed to intensify the piety of the faithful in difficult circumstances, either for the Church or for the nations, or at the beginning of a pontificate, or on other religious occasions and anniversaries.
	We quote the formula of the convocation of the Jubilee Year 2025: “ Now the time has come for a new Jubilee, when once more the Holy Door will be flung open to invite everyone to an intense experience of the love of God that awakens in hearts the sure hope of salvation in Christ. Sustained by this great tradition, and certain that the Jubilee Year will be for the entire Church a lively experience of grace and hope, I hereby decree that the Holy Door of the Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican will be opened on 24 December 2024, thus inaugurating the Ordinary Jubilee. (...) The Ordinary Jubilee will conclude with the closing of the Holy Door in the Papal Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican on 6 January 2026, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. During the Holy Year, may the light of Christian hope illumine every man and woman, as a message of God’s love addressed to all! And may the Church bear faithful witness to this message in every part of the world!” (no. 6).
	Signs of the Jubilee are the pilgrimage and the entering through the Holy Door of the Churches made available for the event, gestures that should express the awareness that our life is a pilgrimage towards eternal life and a passage through an encounter with the Lord in which we present ourselves with the burden of our works, good or bad, so that he may pronounce his judgment on us and welcome us into his merciful love.

3. 	Pope Benedict XVI, in his encyclical letter Spe salvi (2007) tells us that “at the moment of judgement we experience and we absorb the overwhelming power of his love over all the evil in the world and in ourselves. The pain of love becomes our salvation and our joy.”[footnoteRef:1] The Pope comforts us in the hope of salvation because we can experience the triumph of God’s love over the evil in the world and over the evil in each one of us, but at the same time he adds that our salvation and joy are also the fruit of our painful and loving repentance for the evil done. [1:  Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe salvi, November 30, 2007, no. 47.] 

	In the Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee Year, Pope Francis explains the gift of the Plenary Indulgence granted during the Jubilee: “Judgement, then, concerns the salvation in which we hope and which Jesus has won for us by his death and resurrection. It is meant to bring us to a definitive encounter with the Lord. The evil we have done cannot remain hidden; it needs to be purified in order to enable this definitive encounter with God’s love. Here we begin to see the need of our prayers for all those who have ended their earthly pilgrimage, our solidarity in an intercession that is effective by virtue of the communion of the saints, and the shared bond that makes us one in Christ, the firstborn of all creation. The Jubilee indulgence, thanks to the power of prayer, is intended in a particular way for those who have gone before us, so that they may obtain full mercy.” (no. 22).
The Holy Year, then, comes to us and offers itself to all men and women of our time as a call to holiness, an invitation to discern our lives and allow ourselves to be judged by God’s merciful love. All of this challenges our way of living and thinking and asks us fundamentally about the meaning of life. 
	In the Bull of Indiction, the Pope does not hesitate to say that when we look around us, we see a clear, gloomy picture of the situation: he notes that everyone hopes, desires and expects good things, while not knowing what tomorrow will bring; he adds that the unpredictability of the future arouses contradictory feelings, from confidence to fear, from serenity to discouragement, from certainty to doubt. He notes that there are people who look to the future with skepticism and pessimism “as if nothing could possibly bring them happiness.” Hence, he formulates a wish: “may the Jubilee be an opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word helps us find reasons for that hope. Taking it as our guide, let us return to the message that the Apostle Paul wished to communicate to the Christians of Rome” (no. 6).

4.	Hence the choice of the theme for the Jubilee year: hope, as Pope Francis clearly indicates in the opening words of the Bull:
“Spes non confundit” “hope does not disappoint” (Rom. 5:5). In the sign of hope, the apostle Paul instills courage in the Christian community of Rome. Hope is also the central message of the upcoming Jubilee, which according to ancient tradition the Pope calls every twenty-five years. I am thinking of all the pilgrims of hope who will come to Rome to experience the Holy Year and of those who, unable to reach the city of the apostles Peter and Paul, will celebrate it in the particular churches. For all, may it be a moment of living and personal encounter with the Lord Jesus, the “door” of salvation (cf. Jn. 10:7, 9); with Him, whom the Church has the mission to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as “our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1) (no. 1).
	We would be inclined to say that in the logic of the relationship between the three theological virtues of faith, hope and charity, charity, which is God’s love that gives itself and waits for our response of faith and love, should come first, and on this foundation our hope, which is a gift and a grace, should be built.
	If the Pope invites us to take an apparently different path, it is because he is addressing men and women of today who seem to have lost human hope, and then he presents a higher hope, a gift of grace capable of giving earthly peace and joy that opens to eternity, through trust in the merciful love of God the Father. 
	Pope Francis again calls St. Paul to help: “For this reason, the Apostle Paul encourages us to “rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer” (Rom 12:12). Surely we need to “abound in hope” (cf. Rom 15:13), so that we may bear credible and attractive witness to the faith and love that dwell in our hearts; that our faith may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and that each of us may be able to offer a smile, a small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that, in the Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who receive them, rich seeds of hope” (no. 18). 

[bookmark: _Hlk172216372]1.2.	Year of Prayer

5.	The Holy Year was proclaimed last May, but its preparation began more than two years earlier. On February 11, 2022, on the feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes, Pope Francis addressed a letter to the President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization, His Excellency Archbishop Rino Fisichella, entrusting him with the “responsibility of finding appropriate ways to plan and celebrate the Holy Year with deep faith, living hope and active charity.”
	The Pope noted that the Covid pandemic, which is on the verge of subsiding, has caused a real upheaval almost everywhere, bringing people face to face with the drama of death and loneliness, with the uncertainty and transience of existence. He noted that ““freedoms curtailed, while the pandemic generated feelings not only of grief, but also, at times, of doubt, fear and disorientation.” For these reasons, he reflected on the need to restore hope, strength and certainty in order to look to the future with an open mind, and so he thought of the coming Jubilee as the event that calls us to “contribute greatly to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal and rebirth.” 

6.	As an important path of preparation, Pope Francis, envisions the year 2024 to be dedicated to prayer:
	“In this time of preparation, I would greatly desire that we devote 2024, the year preceding the Jubilee event, to a great “symphony” of prayer.  Prayer, above all else, to renew our desire to be in the presence of the Lord, to listen to him and to adore him. Prayer, moreover, to thank God for the many gifts of his love for us and to praise his work in creation, which summons everyone to respect it and to take concrete and responsible steps to protect it. Prayer as the expression of a single “heart and soul” (cf. Acts 4:32), which then translates into solidarity and the sharing of our daily bread. Prayer that makes it possible for every man and woman in this world to turn to the one God and to reveal to him what lies hidden in the depths of their heart. Prayer as the royal road to holiness, which enables us to be contemplative even in the midst of activity. In a word, may it be an intense year of prayer in which hearts are opened to receive the outpouring of God’s grace and to make the “Our Father,” the prayer Jesus taught us, the life program of each of his disciples.”
On the occasion of the Angelus of January 21, 2024, the Pope, after commenting on the Gospel of the day, announces the beginning of the Year of Prayer in preparation for the Jubilee: “The next few months will lead us to the opening of the Holy Door, with which we will begin the Jubilee. I ask you to intensify your prayers, in order to prepare ourselves to live this event of grace well, and to experience the strength of God’s hope. Therefore, today we begin the Year of Prayer; that is, a year dedicated to rediscovering the great value and absolute need for prayer in personal life, in the life of the Church, and in the world. We will also be helped in this by the resources that the Dicastery for Evangelization will provide.”

7.	Two days later, on January 23, a press conference was held at the Holy See Press Office to present the Year of Prayer in Preparation for the Jubilee 2025 and the series of “Notes on Prayer”.
	It was noted that the purpose of the Jubilee is to enrich the spiritual life of the Church so that it becomes a concrete sign of hope, and therefore it is important that it be lived in communities with the spirit of expectation typical of Christian hope. The Year of Prayer therefore responds to this need.
	It has been emphasized that it is not a year of special initiatives, but rather a privileged time to discover the need for the value of prayer, for education in prayer, and to respond to the cry for spirituality that is heard today as much as the cry for technology. The underlying intention is “bring each person back to encounter themselves in the truth of their existence and therefore in a coherent relationship with God.” 
	It is believed that there is a reducible expression of prayer in daily life, although in different ways and measures, by everyone. It is observed, “From quick to distracted prayer; from contemplative prayer to prayer filled with tears of pain ... prayer cannot be captured in a pre-established pattern because it is a manifestation of the believer’s personal relationship with God himself within that intimate and exclusive relationship that distinguishes our faith.”
	The Year of Prayer is intended to offer everyone moments of true spiritual rest, a refuge from the stress of daily life, in which prayer becomes nourishment for the life of faith, hope and charity. To this end, the Dicastery for Evangelization has made available the following resources: 1. The 38 catecheses that Pope Francis presented from May 6, 2020 to June 16, 2021. These are catecheses that deal with different moments of prayer and can be read again and again to obtain useful and valuable suggestions. 2. A series of eight small volumes entitled Notes on Prayer.   

1.3.	The Supreme Pontiffs call us to prayer

8.	In this Year of Prayer, with the sentiments of our holy Founder, we wish to respond to the invitations that some of the Supreme Pontiffs have addressed to us on the occasion of audiences or General Chapters. I prefer to report these interventions without adding any comment, because I believe it is appropriate for each one of us to receive their word, as Father Hannibal taught us, with faith in the Lord and with faith and love for their persons, in a spirit of docile obedience, asking the Spirit to enlighten and guide us, so that they may be light and strength in our journey..
	PAUL VI: “We speak to you, Rogationist Fathers of the Heart of Jesus, whose very name qualifies you in the mission and in the image as worshippers and implorers for the highest and most beautiful mission of meriting and preparing vocations for the Kingdom of Christ. The interior life is in first place in the manifold configuration of your individual institutes and therefore, we are certain, the desired renewal will be drawing from there the motive, the inspiration, the focus, the method, the safeguard, the protection for its effectiveness and depth. Be God’s specialists, first and foremost” (To the General Chapters of the Carmelites, Augustinians and Rogationists, Sept. 14, 1968).
	“Confident as we are, dear children, of the generosity and commitment in the verification of the results of the previous Assembly, we are pleased to address to you our word of encouragement to persevere in the spirit of your Founder, the Servant of God Can. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, who wished you to be dedicated to the service of the Church with two specific attributions: assiduous prayer addressed to the ‘Lord of the harvest, for the sending of good laborers,’ and the education and assistance of the most needy children” (To the General Chapter, Aug. 28, 1974).
           
9.	JOHN PAUL II: “‘Rogate’: with this invitation, Jesus asks that our whole life become a prayer and that this prayer give life to credible witnesses to Christ who are in love with him and his Gospel. Praying for good laborers means seeking to be good laborers, constantly adapting the choices of our hearts and our daily activities to the demands of following Christ” (to the General Chapter, June 26, 2004).
	“He left to the Rogationist Fathers and the Daughters of Divine Zeal the task to do their utmost with all their strength so that prayer for vocations would be ‘unceasing and universal’.” (Homily for the Canonization of Hannibal Mary Di Francia and five other Blesseds, Sunday, May 16, 2004).
	“Do not be afraid that the time given to prayer can somehow be a brake on the apostolic dynamism and praiseworthy service to your brethren, that make up your daily labor. Precisely the contrary is true. To love and put prayer at the center of every plan of life and apostolate is the true school of the saints. Distinguish yourselves in the art of prayer:  this ‘is the secret of a truly vital Christianity, which has no reason to fear the future, because it returns continually to the sources and finds in them new life’” (Novo Millennio ineunte, n. 32). (Audience on the 150th anniversary of Father Hannibal’s birth, December 6, 2001).

10. 	“The Eucharist is the culmination of ecclesial prayer: in this the prayer of Christ and of the Church for vocations is fulfilled according to the Lord’s explicit mandate: ‘Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam’ (Mt 9:38). Rogate- Rogationists!” (Holy Mass in the courtyard of the apostolic palace at Castel Gandolfo, July 26, 1997).
“The very prayer of the ”Rogate”, source of an original form of apostolic life, is not merely a prayer addressed to God, but a prayer lived in God: for it is conceived in union with the merciful heart of Christ, motivated by the “sighs” of the Spirit (cf. Rom 8:26) and addressed to the Father, the source of all good.
“Blessed Hannibal Mary Di Francia, docile to the divine Master’s teachings and inwardly guided by the impulse of the Spirit, highlighted the conditions and characteristics of that prayer which make it an ecclesial work “par excellence”, yielding abundant fruit for the Church and for the world.
“The first condition is to put the Blessed Eucharist at the center of personal and community life, in order to learn from it how to pray and love according to the Heart of Christ, indeed, to unite the offering of his own life with the offering Christ makes of his, continuing to intercede with the Father on our behalf (cf. Heb 7:25; 9:24). After the founder’s example, may every member of the Rogationist family be a profoundly Eucharistic soul!

11. 	“This institute, in a spirit of full communion with the whole Church and of fidelity to the charism of its blessed founder, has the urgent task of praying for and of encouraging prayer for vocations. May every spiritual child of Blessed Hannibal Mary Di Francia deepen his knowledge of the gift he has received and enliven it, becoming an increasingly worthy laborer of the Gospel and a shepherd after the Heart of Christ.”  (To the Superior General on the occasion of the first centenary of the birth of the Congregation, May 16, 1997).
	“Therefore, ‘Rogate Dominum messis!’ In these words of Jesus, in the Latin language, lies the foundation, the source, of your spiritual unity, of your religious community, of your congregation. Not a figure, but especially a word, but in this word, “Rogate Dominum messis,” is a whole figure, a person, of Jesus, and then also, we can say, the whole person of the Church. These are deeply ecclesiological words. The Church lives by the prayer, she saw of the prayer of Christ, of her own Rogate, and she seeks to be a participant in this own Rogate of the Son of God. Thus, she constitutes herself, thus she grows, thus she becomes the Mystical Body of Christ. And, as your Superior General rightly said, at the center and top of this Rogate of Christ and of the Church in Christ is always the Eucharist” (To the General Chapter, Castel Gandolfo, July 28, 1986).

12. 	“It could be said that the acceptance of human and historical reality and the sanctification of it form the essential elements of Hannibal Di Francia’s spirituality, realized concretely in the constant and total exercise of charity and in assiduous prayer for priestly and religious vocations. (...) Accept and guard with joy and seriousness the charism of the Rogationists, praying for vocations, promoting them in the service of needy young people and the poor. Never say no, imitating him in his Eucharistic spirituality and heroic charity, always keeping in mind Christ’s great exhortation, “The harvest is great, the laborers are few. Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest, that he may send laborers into his harvest’” (To the Rogationist Formation House in Grottaferrata, Dec. 29, 1984).
	“But the purpose of your coming to Rome is also to acquire the Jubilee Indulgence on the occasion of the 1950th anniversary of the Redemption, which, as I have already said on another occasion, “should lead all Christians to the rediscovery of the mystery of love... and to a deepening of the riches hidden throughout the centuries in Christ, in the burning furnace of the Paschal Mystery.” Beloved ones, take advantage of this pilgrimage to welcome with sincerity of spirit and with humble disposition those graces necessary to make an examination of your personal situation and, if necessary, rectification. Look into the depths of your heart to give God the place that is His due in your life” (Centenary Pilgrimage of the Institutions of Charity, April 23, 1983).
	“I would now like to address an affectionate greeting to the Rogationist Fathers present here together with the Superior General, who have concluded the VI Chapter of the Congregation. Dear Sons, your work directed to the entreaty and animation of priestly and religious vocations reaches to the very heart of the Church, putting into practice, through a special consecration, the invitation of Jesus: ‘Pray therefore to the Master of the harvest that he may send laborers into his harvest’” (To the General Chapter, Sept. 10, 1980).
	“Never cease to pray for priestly vocations and for perseverance in the commitment of consecration to the Lord and souls” (Visit to St. Anthony of Padua Church in Asti Square, Good Shepherd Sunday, May 6, 1979).

13.	BENEDICT XVI: “St Hannibal Mary Di Francia, who had an intense love for Christ and always drew inspiration from him in carrying out an effective vocations apostolate, as well as courageous work for his needy neighbor. Follow his example and joyfully carry on his mission that is still valid today, in spite of the different social conditions in which we live. In particular, spread increasingly his spirit of prayer and of concern for all the vocations in the Church” (To the General Chapter, July 5, 2010).

14.	FRANCIS: “I am pleased to welcome the participants in the General Chapters of the Rogationist Fathers and the Daughters of Divine Zeal: I urge you to actualize in today’s society your respective founding charisms so that the men and women of our time may find in your lives a concrete trace of God’s mercy.” After the audience ended, the Holy Father stopped to greet our two groups, recommending that we support him with our prayers. (Audience in St. Peter’s Square, June 30, 2016).
“Through contemplation of the compassion of the Christ of the Rogate, docility to the aspirations of the Holy Spirit, live the Rogationist prophetic charism with joy and generosity as men of prayer and charity. (...) Each one of you, knows well, however, that in order to fruitfully carry out the Gospel proclamation as Apostles of the Rogate, it is first of all necessary to cultivate constant contact with Christ in intense and fervent prayer” (Rome, St. John Lateran, June 24, 2022, Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus). 

15.	I reproduce part of Pope Francis’ memorable address to the Family of the Rogate in the audience granted to us on Monday, September 18, 2023:
“Today I would like to reflect with you on just one point, which lies at the root of your specific mission in the Church and which also constitutes your fourth vow: the Rogate, the prayer for vocations.
“Prayer is the connecting thread that runs through the life of Saint Hannibal. His own vocation — “unexpected, irresistible, very sure”, as he testifies — appears clearly to him while in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. There he has the enlightenment of the “intelligence of the Rogate ”. Indeed, when one places oneself, docile and humble, before God, often one receives a specific understanding of the meaning of one’s own life: it is in faithful and unwavering prayer, in particular in Adoration, that everything assumes harmony, that one grasps more clearly one’s aims, finding in the Lord the strength and the light to put them into practice according to his plans.

16.	“The Saint said: “Without this inner fire, that is called spiritual life, oration, prayer, penance […] no truly good work can be produced” (Saint Hannibal Mary di Francia, funeral eulogy for Archbishop Francesco Paolo Carrano ). This was his experience, but it applies to everyone: without prayer one cannot remain standing and one does not know where to go. It is therefore important that there be a prolonged dialogue with the Lord every day, and then an invocation to him before every important moment, every meeting, every decision.
“Thus, from prayer, the soul of all the apostolic and charitable activity of the Founder, your Congregations were born, first the Daughters of Divine Zeal  and then the Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus. You were born from the joined hands of a saint, who consecrated you to Christ with his prayer.
“I would like to renew the invitation to you: be specialists in God, not so much as scholars of techniques, statistics and theories, however useful these may be, but rather of that wisdom that ripens first of all by forming “callouses on the knees” and then “on the hands”. Be specialists, that is, in the arts of prayer and of charity: hands joined before God and hands outstretched towards your brothers and sisters. Hands joined and hands outstretched: this is how you become God’s specialists! This is your mission.
“Dear sisters, dear brothers, thank you for what you do, thank you for your witness. Thank you for your joined hands — not glued together, no, because then they need to go and work — but joined. Continue, please, to pray for vocations. And, please, do not forget to pray also for me. Thank you.”[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Osservatore Romano, Year CLXIII no. 214 (49,431), September 18, 2023, p.12.] 

  




CHAPTER TWO

Father Hannibal Man of Prayer



2.1.	Father Hannibal contemplative in action

17.	On this journey of prayer towards the Jubilee, we are accompanied and guided by Father Hannibal and, above all, by his example, his splendid witness.
	Fr. Valentino Macca, has left us, in brief and concise expressions, an extraordinary illustration of the expression that we sometimes hear attributed to those servants and handmaidens of God whose lives were totally lived in contemplation and in the charitable apostolate, contemplative in action. 
“The pinnacle of perfection Di Francia reached in intimacy with God, made up of assiduous prayer which, in his life so active, took on that contemplative and mystical aspect which, joined to the persevering asceticism of the daily exercise of all the Christian virtues, enabled him to achieve that authentic holiness which characterized his singular personality. So much so that: “Msgr. Di Tommaso, Bishop of Oria who for about 20 years had the opportunity to know him (...) said: ‘I believe that Can. Di Francia always stands in the presence of God, and that everything he does he does for God and with God (...) for him to stand and pray before the Tabernacle, or preach, or confess, or bathe a repulsive poor, or feed or clothe a poor and derelict child, is the same’.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  POSITIO, Relatio et Vota, vote VIII, p. 83.] 


18. 	If we evaluate the situations from a human point of view, all this seems impossible, because both contemplation and apostolate take a certain amount of time, but in this case the Lord’s grace and His love work the miracle, so that one experiences that one is really with God, even when one bends lovingly towards one’s neighbor in need.
Father Hannibal, with great reluctance, told Fr. Domenico Santoro about a well-known episode that had happened to him, emblematic of what we are saying, explaining that the Lord had allowed this extraordinary experience to draw him to love for the poor, just as he was beginning this apostolate. In fact, his love for God was one with his love for the poor. Father Hannibal, the “contemplative”, was at the same time Father Hannibal, the “man of charity”. Here is the episode:

19.	“In the early days” when Father Hannibal had begun his charitable mission in the Avignone District, returning to his home, he saw a group of people surrounding a boy who was “dumb and filthy, with his mouth drooling and his clothes in tatters and dirty; and those people made a spectacle of him.” Let us listen to the story in the words of Father Hannibal himself, reported by Fr. Santoro: “I had mercy, took that boy by the hand, and the group dispersed. There was no one at my house.  I cleaned up the boy, made him eat, and put him in bed. Then, considering our Lord in that poor creature, according to divine word, I drew near to kiss him, meaning to kiss Jesus. At that moment, the boy disappeared from my sight:  I saw our Lord Jesus Christ, his glance penetrating me, and hitting me with tenderness; I repeatedly kissed the face of our Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps, it was a vision of intelligence. Then, everything went back to its former status. I provided the boy with everything and let him go.  Since then, I have had more  love  for the poor.  That boy was sheltered in  a  hospice; after that, I didn’t hear anything about him.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  TUSINO T., The Father’s Soul, Testimonies, Rome, 1973, pp. 459-460; see also Bollettino, May-August 1923, p. 132.] 

    
[bookmark: _Hlk172216630]2.2.	The testimony of Fr. Vitale
	
20.	Since his youth, Father Francis Vitale often visited Father Hannibal, who in turn hoped to join him in his mission of charity. He did not take this step until after the earthquake, but he was always close to Father Hannibal, attracted by his fatherly figure, his faith and his spirituality. For this reason, in the biography of the holy Founder, Fr. Vitale was able to speak wisely about his charity, faith and spirit of prayer. 
	At the time when Fr. Vitale had to succeed Father Hannibal as head of the Congregation, he wrote the well-known circular letter “Fall in Love with Jesus Christ”, which testifies to Father Hannibal’s love for Jesus and his zeal to transmit it to souls. Now, this love took over his life completely. And while it was expressed in charity toward the little ones and the poor, it was increasingly kindled in contemplation and prayer.  
Fr. Vitale emphasizes all this in his biography, of which we quote only a few excerpts:  
“He was never heard to complain in adverse things; he was deeply affected when his Work was threatened in existence or progress; but he saw in it the finger of God wanting to test it, and with great calmness he resorted to prayer.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  VITALE F., Vitale F., Canon Hannibal Mary Di Francia, His Life and Works, Messina, 1939, p. 549.] 

“This liveliness of faith made him anxious to make continual fervent thanksgiving in the Communities for every benefit that the Lord deigned to bestow, so much
so that no prayer can be said in our Houses that is not preceded by thanksgiving.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid., p. 551.] 

 
21.	Fr. Vitale, then, relates what Fr. Callisto Bonicelli, a Montfortan and editor of the magazine Queen of Hearts, wrote about the visit that Father Hannibal had when he consecrated himself to the Sacred Slavery of Love of St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort: “We can still see him, after celebrating Mass, going to the back of the Shrine, performing the solemn act and remaining for some time with his arms outstretched in prayer to the Beautiful Queen, as he used to call Our Lady.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Ibid., p. 567.] 

We continue with Fr. Vitale’s testimony from the biography:
“Love for Our Lord consequently brought in Father, as in all saints, a great spirit of prayer. To say “saint” is the same as to say “man of prayer”.
“It could be said that because of his spiritual recollection, Father was always in prayer, even though he was burdened with many occupations, mindful of the Apostle’s saying, Orare volo in omni loco (I want to pray in every place). With all that, his ordinary prayers were continuous, long and fervent. 
“He used to get up very early in the morning, and would stay a long time on his knees at the foot of the bed, to do meditation, according to the points he had designated.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid., p. 573.] 

“However, prayer always accompanied him: if he was at home, he was seen from time to time entering the Chapel to discuss some serious business with Our Lord; if he was on his way, he would enter one Church or another for a brief visit, and during the day until evening his work was alternated with prayer. Oh, how many nights in his youth he spent in prayer! ... And how many prayers he composed, how many novenas, triduums, supplications for various circumstances. Volumes could be published!”[footnoteRef:9]    [9:  Ibid., p. 574.] 

“Work and prayer together” was followed at the bakery by the Sisters and some orphan girls, with due precautions and regulatory rules, for similar kinds of work, and thus the wise motto: Ora et labora, formed the classic feature of the Institute, where prayer alternated with, or rather accompanied the various kinds of industries that reigned there.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ibid., p. 259.] 

“Perhaps it would not be serious exaggeration to say that not a day would go by that he did not write prayers.” [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Ibid., p. 575.] 


22.	This statement does not seem exaggerated, which can be easily verified by the four volumes of his prayers that have been published: Prayers to the Lord, Vol. I, 187 in all; [footnoteRef:12] Prayers to the Lord, Vol. II, or 355 prayers altogether in 2 volumes; [footnoteRef:13] Prayers to Our Lady, Vol. III, 145 in all;[footnoteRef:14] Prayers to the Angels and Saints, Vol. IV, 233 in all.[footnoteRef:15]  We have a total of 920 prayers, including simple prayers, invocations and novenas. If we add the First of July Hymns, which are long prayers in verse, written over a period of 40 years, two or more for each year, we understand how Father Hannibal was constantly praying in one way or another. [12:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. I, Preghiere al Signore, Rome, 2007.]  [13:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. II, Preghiere al Signore, Rome, 2007.]  [14:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. I, Preghiere alla Madonna, Rome, 2007.]  [15:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. I, Preghiere agli Angeli e ai Santi, Rome, 2008.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172216653]2.3.	The testimony of Fr. Tusino
 	
23.	Fr. Teodoro Tusino is another very qualified witness who, in his very numerous writings, reports to us about Father Hannibal’s life, work and spirituality. In his book, The Father’s Soul, Testimonies, in the Chapter 13 Man of Prayer, he relates what he personally verified about Father Hannibal’s prayer life. We reproduce here some excerpts:
	“Father was a man of intense inner life; of continuous prayer and universal immolation; he lived by prayer and meditation; he always made his prayers with a great spirit of faith; his mind was always immersed in God, even outwardly he seemed absorbed in God.”[footnoteRef:16] [16:  TUSINO T., The Father’s Soul, Testimonies, Rome, 1973, p. 420.] 

	“The Father had an exceptional love for vocal prayer. He used to write many and long, apart from the printed ones. Even in preaching he used to conclude with a prayer made to be recited by all the listeners. As for meditation, he would certainly do more than half an hour of it in the morning before Mass, preferably on the Passion of Jesus from the book of Venerable Thomas of Jesus. It is also certain that he meditated in the afternoon preferably on the benefits of God, in the book of Venerable Sarnelli, often on the 
eternal maxims in the books of St. Alphonsus de Liguori. These meditation habits of his he recommended to us, and made them the subject of our rule. He also strongly recommended meditation at night in the chapel. Perhaps to fix his imagination, during meditation he used to place several sacred images in front of him in the room. All his talks, conversations had the odor of this habitual communion with the Lord.”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid., p. 421.] 


24.	“He got up before five o’clock in the morning, did his hour of meditation and prayers of thanksgiving after Holy Mass. During the day he visited church often; always on his knees and erect. He would tell us not to do anything, not even the slightest action, without trying to say a few prayers, to give glory to the Lord and for the good works (...) He would pray vocal prayers with his arms outstretched in the form of a cross; so we had to do, and he would clap his hands to remind some orphan when they forget. He often meditated on the mysteries of passion and recommended the same to us. After Mass he would close himself for a long time for meditation; I suppose he was meditating from the morning, even before we entered the chapel, because the light that came from his room was already on long before we got out from bed.”[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Ibid., p. 422.] 

In the pages that follow, Fr. Tusino tells us that although Father Hannibal lived in constant prayer, at the same time he ardently desired to pray with all his heart. He understood that in order to pray, the Spirit must pray in us, and so he never tired of asking the Lord for the spirit of prayer. 
“Ask the spirit of prayer - To pray, to know how to pray, is a gift from God: the teaching of Scripture is decisive on this point: it is the divine Spirit who prays with our lips: We do not know how to ask for what is fitting, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings (Rom 8:26); therefore God gives his 
Church the spirit of prayer: I will pour out over the house of David and over the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and prayers (Zech 12:10). The Father insistently asked the Lord for the spirit of prayer: “Dear Jesus, divine teacher, you who have established prayer as a necessary means to salvation, give me its spirit. Give me a spirit of fervent prayer for the interests of your divine Heart.’”[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Ibid., p. 425.] 


2.4.	The testimony of Fr. Santoro

25.	We quote some of his statements from the Relatio in Positio super Virtutibus:
	            “With regard to vocal prayer, he had a special spirit: he personally recited many vocal prayers; many were recited by the poor; many were written and printed for various feasts, novenas and needs of the Institute and the universal Church. (...) He promoted above all the devotion to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus since 1913; he wanted to make the Eucharist the vital center of the Work, hence the celebration of July 1, which, after two years of preparation, commemorated the first coming of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in the Avignone District. From the beginning, he promoted daily Communion in the Institutes, with minute prescriptions for preparation and thanksgiving. (...) I often saw him kneeling before the Sacrament: he spent his free time there. (...) 
         “As for spiritual prayer, he preferred as his text “The Sufferings of Our Lord Jesus Christ” by the Venerable Thomas of Jesus, an Augustinian, which he called a “golden book” and which he had reprinted at his own expense. During these meditations I seem to have noticed tears. (...) 
	           “He loved Our Lady and under the known titles and under other titles that he would discover every year. He showed us how to venerate her throughout the Eucharistic year. I think it is a characteristic example of filial love for Our Lady that for 12 years in the house of Taormina, which he called the “Nursery of Mary Immaculate”, he kept Mary in the Temple of Our Lady growing from the age of 3 to 15, until her marriage. He gave Hebrew names to the Sisters and to the orphans, who were considered to be Our Lady’s companions, and he also had to correct the misunderstandings and insults of those who lived in the boarding house at that time. The month of May was solemn in all the houses. Many poems and novenas have been published, others have not been published, on the different titles of the Blessed Mother, some of which are very beautiful (...)”. 
	 
26.     “He was very devoted to St. Joseph, also by family tradition, and consecrated his family to him every year (there is a manuscript of this with the signatures of the family members); the first Sisters wore the habit on March 19, 1887, and the first members of the Congregation on the day of the patron saint in 1900. He turned to St. Joseph with written petitions: I remember bundles of them at the foot of the statue, later burned in the fire of the wooden church. (...) 
          “To St. Anthony he dedicated numerous prayers, hymns and canticles in prose and poetry. He used to say that he had few friends on earth, but many in heaven, and they were the saints, so much so that we have several of them as patrons, and they are properly called Heavenly Rogationists and Heavenly Daughters of Divine Zeal.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  POSITIO, Testimonies, Vol. II, p. 28 ff.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172217015]2.5.	The testimony of Fr. Drago

27.	We quote his testimony, again from the Positio, Informatio:
 “For the Servant of God, the Holy Eucharist was like the center of his faith. This made him believe in Jesus in the Sacrament more than if he had seen Him with his own eyes. Because of this living faith of his, he behaved with Jesus in the Sacrament in a way that sometimes even seemed exaggerated and strange. Again, because of this living faith of his, he was so exact in the acts of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, in the celebration of Holy Mass, in the collection of the Eucharistic fragments, in the care of the tabernacle and the sacred furnishings. Thus he left us: “The whole loving, dutiful and continuous center of this Pious Work of the interests of the Heart of Jesus must be Jesus in the Sacrament. It must be known and maintained, now and forever, that this Pious Work has Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament as its true, effective and immediate founder.’”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  POSITIO, Super Virtutibus, Vol. I1, p. 192.] 

“The Tabernacle was for him the most attractive and irresistible center of his life. He would spend hours and hours, day and night, in front of the Tabernacle in a posture of rapture. He was oblivious to the passing of time and to what was happening around him. Every time he left or entered the Institute, he had to pay a short visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. And so he urged us to do the same. Whenever he walked down the street and saw a church open, he never failed to enter and pay a short visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. If the church was closed, he would pause for a while in adoration and then continue with short prayers. He would often say, “If we had the faith we should have for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, we would really feel crushed.’”[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Ibid.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172216830]2.6.	Father Hannibal attracted to Carmel

28.	Father Hannibal was attracted to Carmel and on August 30, 1889, in Naples, he received the scapular as a Carmelite tertiary and took the name Brother John Mary of the Cross.[footnoteRef:23]  Fr. Tusino tells us that “St. John of the Cross - the great master of prayer, the mystical doctor - became his special patron - not for nothing did he take his name - and to him he addressed a long prayer to obtain the gift of prayer”. He adds: “It is worth quoting in full: the whole soul of the Father is revealed in it.”[footnoteRef:24]  [23:  VITALE F., Vitale F., Canon Hannibal Mary Di Francia, His Life and Works, Messina, 1939, p. 566.]  [24:  TUSINO T., The Father’s Soul, Testimonies, Rome, 1973, p. 425.] 

We would like to accept Father Tusino’s suggestion and quote in full the above prayer, an authentic synthesis of spirituality, and it is most appropriate that we now reflect on the prayer by quoting it from the volume of his writings. We notice immediately that the opening words, “O my glorious St. John of the Cross,” introduce us to the relationship of intimacy and belonging that is attested between the Saint of Carmel and Father Hannibal.
As he announces in the title, Father Hannibal turns to St. John of the Cross and asks him to teach him how to practice holy prayer. He begins with a statement of great humility. He adds that, in spite of everything, he has a great desire to continue on the path of holy prayer. 
He asks for the saint’s help to be purified from all satisfaction of the senses and to attain great docility to the Holy Spirit. He then asks for help in overcoming the various pitfalls that hinder prayer and in learning to pray always with love and humility. 
He presented his shortcomings and miseries to the saint and declared: “I therefore place myself in your hands; I do not ask you for lofty contemplations, a thousand times no, but for the grace to walk well in that path of prayer which is suited to me and by which the blessed God wants me to be led.”

29.	“To St. John of the Cross for holy prayer. O my glorious St. John of the Cross, I come confidently to your feet and to your powerful intercession I turn. I am exceedingly wretched and ignorant in the ways of holy prayer, and therefore my soul, like a barren and unfruitful soil, bears no fruit of virtue, but thorns of evil inclinations and sins!”
“I earnestly desire, O glorious saint of mine, to devote myself to the practice of holy prayer, though so late, and after having neglected it for so many and so many years through my own fault! Therefore, I come to your feet and I pray that you deign to accept me as your disciple, the last of your disciples. May You be my teacher in the way of holy prayer. Lend me Your merciful and experienced hand so that I may enter this path of salvation and progress well in it. 
“You have been enriched with the treasures of heavenly wisdom on the summits of the high mountain of divine contemplation, but you have disposed yourselves of so many gifts with the most perfect mortification of the senses, reducing yourselves in the dark night of faith, with the emptying of all powers, in perfect nakedness of spirit, and with perfect docility following the movements of grace and the secret workings of the Holy Spirit; I miserably beseech you, for the sake of that divine goodness which has made you such a contemplative saint and exalted in prayer, that you deign to bestow upon me the efficacious grace of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, to deny all satisfaction to the senses, to mortify all my passions, to overcome with holy force all my disordered self-love, and to reduce my spirit to such a state of inner death that I may freely and speedily proceed in that path of holy prayer in which Divine Goodness wills that I should proceed.
 “Grant, O glorious saint of mine, that love and humility may never depart from me in holy prayer, and that in it I may exert myself with all the strength of my spirit to arrive at the divine union with the perfect union of my will with the Divine Will.

30.	“You, who have been the sublime Guardian of souls, enlighten me to know the way in which I must proceed, and make me wary of the snares of my self-love, my evil nature, the devil, or any other false direction. Grant me the grace not to fall into spiritual vanities or illusions of the imagination, but to walk with pure faith in the ways of holy prayer, seeking nothing but God because He is God. Oh, take care of this poor soul of mine who is dying of hunger and thirst because she does not know how to gather manna or draw water! 
“Oh, when my cold, dry, distracted and oppressed spirit shuns holy prayer, You, my sweetest Master, with that zeal which You had in life to lead souls to prayer, lead me strongly and sweetly into it. Oh, with this holy zeal, I beseech You, bestow upon me this great gift; and if my faults or even other natural defects make me unworthy or unfit for it, present Your merits to the Supreme Good and, for the sake of His most holy wounds, grant me the complete forgiveness of my faults and the grace that a pure and renewed heart, a righteous spirit, may be created in me. Oh, how often have I made myself unworthy of this great gift by my sins and my unresponsiveness to grace!
“And behold, I have forever made myself unworthy of so exalted a gift! Now that my case is grievous and my cause lost, I appeal to You, great Master and Zealot of Holy Prayer; make me an advocate before the Throne of Divine Mercy and restore to me what I have lost and of which I have made myself utterly unworthy! 
“Oh, my dear St. John, you know in God my unspeakable miseries, the extreme needs of my soul, its nature, its faults, its bad habits, its desires, you know the ways God wants to lead me, and you know how short is the life I have left to correct myself! ... I therefore place myself in your hands; I do not ask you for lofty contemplations, a thousand times no, but the grace to walk well in that path of prayer which is suited to me and by which blessed God wants to lead me.
“So much I hope from you, so much I hope from you, for the love of Jesus, for the love of Mary, for the love of St. Joseph, for the love of St. Teresa, for the love of the Holy Cross, hear me, hear me and hear me soon. Amen. Amen.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. IV, Preghiere agli Angeli e ai Santi, Rome, 2008, p. 64.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172216902]2.7	Father Hannibal in continuous prayer

31.	We take up the pages of Fr. Tusino, who accompanies us in seeing how Father Hannibal animated the constant life of prayer in the Pious Work and, even more, in examining the spirit of prayer that he sought to transmit to all.
“Absolute confidence in prayer - The Father lived these truths deeply and eternally, so much so that he committed himself by vow to believe in the efficacy of prayer, which the Lord will always grant in one way or another, in spite of whatever difficulties or oppositions that humanly seemed to stand in the way of the granting of prayer. 
“For this reason, he never ceased to suggest the use of prayer. Let us pray! Let us do penance, for the times are darkening. May the blessed God protect and save us. We have great faith in constant prayer with the purest intention. Let us pray with firm faith that righteous and constant prayer can never fail in purpose. Let us pray, let us pray; prayer is almighty!’ ‘Let us always pray, for constant, humble, confident, and sincere prayer is infallible. If the great means of prayer is well used, everything will be well; but if prayer is lacking, the source of graces will dry up and everything will perish. Quod Deus avertat (God forbid).’”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  TUSINO T., The Father’s Soul, Testimonies, Rome, 1973, p. 345.] 

	On the basis of these premises, Father Hannibal concluded that prayer must have the quality of timeliness. In practice, prayer will be the appropriate response to the various situations of daily life. This fundamental choice explains the richness of the prayers that Father Hannibal has left us as an example, so that we may learn to offer our needs, our desires, our difficulties of the moment to the Lord, to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to the Saints, trusting in the power of prayer.

32.	Father Hannibal does not hesitate to say that the system that guided him for forty years in his Pious Work, as far as the use of prayer was concerned, was precisely that of “making prayers individually adapted to the cases” to be dealt with.
	“To the Sisters of Stella Mattutina, who were looking for a suitable house, he recommended “special prayers to Our Lord. I say special prayers because they should not be those of a devotional book, but prayers individually adapted to your cases. This is the system I have maintained for over forty years in order to create this Pious Work that Divine Grace has now blessed. I have written special prayers for every circumstance. It seems that Divine Grace has given me the inspiration”. And he insists on the same: “In our place we have received graces through the power of specially written prayers and novenas. Your holy Foundress once wrote to me: ‘In all times the miracles of prayer have been seen, and I am a witness to them.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Ibid., p. 437.] 

	If for Father Hannibal prayer was an effective means of obtaining divine help in daily needs, it was even more so for imploring the necessary help in the journey of the spiritual life, again modulated according to the specific needs of souls in individual situations. The prayer that was most often recalled as an ardent desire and mission of his life was the prayer of the Divine Rogate. 
“This explains the innumerable prayers that Father Hannibal wrote: for his own conversion and sanctification, for the acquisition of interior virtues: humility, detachment, zeal; for the conversion of souls, for the progress of the Work, to get out of certain difficulties, to avert various dangers, to be delivered from divine scourges, for the special needs of the Holy Church and the world. Especially worthy of mention are the numerous and fervent prayers to obtain good laborers for the Holy Church and for the triumph of the Divine Rogate in the world, which was the great passion of his life.”[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Loc. Cit.] 


33.	The fact that Father Hannibal resorted to prayer for a wide variety of spiritual and material needs, and that he then wrote appropriate prayers for such needs from time to time, does not mean that his prayer and the prayer he directed in the community was only that, as Fr. Tusino makes clear.
“Father Hannibal took into account and strongly recommended the prayer formulas used in the Holy Church: the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the Glory Be, the Requiem, the daily Holy Rosary - ‘which should never be omitted in our Houses’; the prayers taken from Sacred Scripture, especially the Psalms, the prayer of the missal, and the litanies of the saints. He insisted, however, on personal prayer, not tied to fixed formulas, but bursting from the heart inflamed with love for God; he even called it the prayer of the heart. The most effective prayer is that which comes from the heart, whether it is inward or outward.”[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Ibid., p. 440.] 

Fr. Tusino then tells us about a beautiful page taken from the Rule for the Daughters of the Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus (Taormina, December 15, 1920), in which Father Hannibal speaks of the prayer of the heart, in words that allow us to discover what his prayer was, which flowed clearly from a heart in love of God and neighbor. We quote the text from the source:
“Exhortation. The Father speaks and says this to his daughters in Jesus Christ: Know and remember, all of you, and all the Daughters of Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus who will come after you, know and remember that all this Pious Work of the interests of the Divine Heart [cf. Phil 2:21] with the two religious communities, with the orphanages and with all the works related to it, has to a great extent its origin, its growth, that formation which it has now and always, through the great means of prayer.”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Ibid. p. 351.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172217104]2.8.	The Prayer for Good Laborers

34.	From what we are going to say, the figure of Father Hannibal emerges more and more vividly as a man of prayer, because he was in love with God and led to live constantly in this exchange of love.
We have seen that he also lived in prayer while carrying out the apostolate with the little ones and the poor, and that in prayer he turned to the Lord, to the Immaculate Virgin and to the saints in heaven, opening his heart and presenting all his needs.
Father Hannibal, from his youth, in his visits to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, had penetrated the sentiments of His compassionate Heart for the loss of souls, and had inwardly heard and accepted His invitation to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send good laborers for their salvation.
The love of Jesus and the love of souls then made Father Hannibal feel more and more in his life the almost existential need to pray for good laborers and to spread this prayer.
We will not be surprised if we find numerous prayers for good laborers and if, among the many other prayers, this particular prayer often finds a place. 
We have many testimonies of this.
Let us listen to Father Vitale:  
“As we have seen, the thought that preoccupied Father Hannibal as a young man, of the need to pray for good laborers, constantly dominated him in the practice of his holy works, so much so that he began to write down prayers for good laborers from the very beginning of the orphanages, as we have already told. He longed to see such a spirit of prayer spread, and his own words will suffice to show the anxiety of his heart.”[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Cf. VITALE F., Canon Hannibal Mary Di Francia, His Life and Works, Messina, 1939, p. 279.] 


35.	Testimony of Fr. Domenico Santoro:
“On the remote origins of his Rogationist vocation, he said that he was saddened by the abandonment of priests and friars because of the revolutionary uprisings of the time, and in order to make those times of piety flourish again, he thought that prayer alone was the means, and he composed some precisely to obtain holy priests: One day, however, he read the “Rogate” in the Gospel; hence his astonishment that, to his knowledge, none of the many manuals of piety emphasized it, and so he felt impelled to cultivate the evangelical Rogation. (...) Around 1890, he began to take special care of the prayer of the “Rogate” to be spread everywhere. (...) He wrote many pamphlets of piety and many occasional pamphlets, especially on the “Rogate”, many of which are printed, others still unpublished; all of them are preserved in our Institutes.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  POSITIO, Testimonies, Vol. II, p. 16 ff.] 


36.	Testimony of Fr. Carmelo Drago:
“He was naturally inclined to study letters and especially poetry, but, as he himself testified, he renounced everything for the love of the Rogate and the works of charity. (...)
            “Of the prayer to obtain ‘good laborers’ - Those who, like me, knew him intimately, are unanimous in making the following judgment of the Servant of God with regard to this particular prayer: “The Servant of God was so imbued with the necessity for the Church to have numerous and worthy laborers, and with the efficacy of the evangelical means of providing them. To accomplish this, he moved, one might say, heaven and earth. Such an ideal was the reason for his life, the dominant note in his writings, the characteristic of his work.
“The Servant of God himself calls the inspiration for the Rogate “dominant thought, fixed idea, dominant concept, divine mission, resource idea, evangelical revelation, divine idea.
“The Servant of God felt so strongly drawn to the prayer for good laborers that he had to say that he did not know whether it was a fixation or a mission, or both.
“In order to spread this prayer more and more and to propagate it everywhere, he founded the Sacred Priestly Alliance of Bishops and Priests with the Congregation he founded. I remember that one day in 1908, in the Avignone District, at an unusual hour, I heard a long peal of bells. It was the Servant of God ringing it, filled with joy, because the membership of a bishop to the Sacred Covenant had arrived. He did this at the arrival of each new membership, and it was like a celebration of great solemnity throughout the day.” [footnoteRef:33] [33:  POSITIO, Testimonies, Vol. II, pp. 317, 320 ff.] 

Undoubtedly, the most important testimony is what Father Hannibal himself left us in his self-eulogy. In it, he avoided praise and tried to play down the virtues he had to admit. Regarding his passion for the Rogate, he said: “Nor can we deny that at times he was happy in inventing profitable practices of devotion and piety. About the Rogate we say nothing: he devoted himself to it, either out of zeal or fixation, or both.”[footnoteRef:34] [34:  DI FRANCIA A.., Scritti, vol. 58, p. 240.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172217521]CHAPTER THREE

Prayer in the Rule of Life



3.1.	Prayer in the Constitutions and Regulations

37.	In the early days of the Pious Work, with the establishment of orphanages, Father Hannibal had difficulty not only in providing daily bread for so many mouths, but also in finding suitable educators capable of accompanying him in the formation. In the female section, the older girls, educated in virtue and piety, showed good dispositions, to the point that Mrs. Jensen Laura Bucca, who had joined him in the Pious Work from the beginning, was anxious to initiate them into religious life, but Father Hannibal remained perplexed. Father Tusino tells of the environment there and of this difference of opinion:   
	“The spiritual pasture, frequent and substantial, which he gave to his daughters, was, according to Father’s intention, aimed at awakening or encouraging religious vocations among the girls of the convent or the outsiders who came to Avignone; in fact, some of these young girls showed good dispositions and Father would certainly direct them to this or that community for which he considered them suitable. But Mrs. Jensen immediately wanted to have her own community: that was her thought, her fixation, and she kept insisting on it to the Father. He postponed it because, in his words, “none of these of these daughters had yet tasted Our Lord”.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  TUSINO T., Father Hannibal Mary Di Francia, Biographical Memoirs, Vol. II, Rome, 1996, p. 18.] 

	Father Hannibal, in order to initiate these young people toward the life of consecration, wanted to make sure that they “tasted Jesus.” It is an atypical expression, which seems a bit strange, but it intuitively explains that if one chooses to give oneself to the Lord, one has the joy of being with Him. The choice of consecrated life is, fundamentally, the choice to love the Lord above all things, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself. Thus, it is to “be with the Lord,” in prayer and in mission to the poor, as we have already noted. 
	Here, then, when Father Hannibal finally decided to start the women’s institute, he took care that the novices constantly cultivated prayer.

38.	1887 - Rule for the Poor Ladies of the Sacred Heart of Jesus of the Little Refuge of St. Joseph
“The novices of the Little Refuge of St. Joseph must keep in mind the holy purpose for which they humbly asked to be admitted to the said Little Refuge, namely: to want Jesus alone and to be all of Jesus alone, and to pray to Him that He may send good laborers to the Holy Church. (...) In the exercises of the contemplative life, the novices will give special attention to the practice of mental and vocal prayer, and then to meditation and prayer.
“In order to succeed in the exercises of the contemplative life as well and as surely as possible, the novices will take care of prayer, the object of which, as has been said, will form the character of their poor, humble and small institute and will lead in the shortest and surest way to the greater glory of God and the sanctification of souls. (...) The Novices and Poor Women of the Sacred Heart of Jesus will always keep in mind the commandment of Our Lord Jesus Christ, when they are moved with compassion for the abandonment of peoples, as He said: Rogate Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam”.”[footnoteRef:36] [36:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. V, Regolamenti, Regulations for the Poor Ladies of the Sacred Heart of Jesus of the Little Retreat of St. Joseph, p. 75 ff.] 

- Rule for Postulants
In the same year, Father Hannibal wrote a short Rule for the postulants, calling their attention to a demanding journey towards the novitiate and reminding them that “they must have the right intention to accept the religious state in order to be all of God, to zeal for the greater consolation of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and to consecrate themselves to the service of the poor. They will read the Rule for Novices and conform their actions to it, even now. Let them be zealous in prayer and devotion.”[footnoteRef:37] [37:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. V, Regolamenti, Regulations for Postulants, p. 123.] 

We note that Father Hannibal, while prescribing the different prayers, mental and vocal, introduces himself into the theme by reminding us that at the basis of prayer is the choice to want Jesus alone, and to be all of Jesus alone, which is the spirit of prayer.

39.	1893 - Rule for the Sisters of the Refuge of St. Joseph
“Daily they should offer Holy Mass and the Holy Rosary with the intention of obtaining good laborers for the Holy Church; likewise they should offer Holy Communion and all the labors and good works of the day in union with that lively interest which the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus intended when He said: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios messem suam. Moreover, each Sister will pray in the secret of her heart to obtain good laborers for the Holy Church, offering throughout the day, even intentionally, her own acts, mortifications and labors.
“Prayer. Each Sister will love holy prayer very much. In the morning they will spend two hours in prayer together with the choir, including the recitation of Matins and Lauds of the Breviary and meditation on the inner sorrows of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This meditation will be much appreciated by the Sisters of the Refuge of St. Joseph. They will recite the rest of the Breviary at other times of the day.
“Vocal prayers. The sisters will recite the vocal prayers, especially the psalms, in a soft, plaintive voice, with pause and emotion. They will think of this prayer as the groaning of the mystical turtledove.”
We note that the call to prayer for good laborers is recurrent and must be present throughout the day. Another important recurring call is to meditate on the inner sorrows of the Heart of Jesus, which is closely linked to the prayer for good laborers, since Jesus suffers for the loss of souls. Finally, the invitation to pray in silence and with emotion cannot be overlooked, since prayer is not meant to be a simple talking, but a communication from heart to heart.


40.	1898 - Rule of the Postulants of the Religious Community
“Oratio. Nothing is more efficacious than holy prayer to form the interior spirit and to work all things for the adorable Jesus, our Lord. It reveals to man his own faults, his own bad inclinations, and makes him fear them, and makes him grow in the desire for evangelical perfection, which is the kingdom of God, and which is given only to those who ardently desire it and make every effort to obtain it.
“Let the postulants, therefore, be very fond of holy prayer. Let them not be overcome by the weariness of their frail nature or by temptation when they pray, as Jesus Christ said: spiritus promptus est, caro autem infirma, vigilate et orate ut non intretis in tentationem (the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation). They should spend an hour in mental prayer in the morning and a quarter of an hour in the evening. 
“Prayer. Since prayer is the great means left to us by divine goodness to obtain every grace, the postulants will make it their daily practice. They will consider prayer as the key to the divine treasures that God has placed in our hands. Therefore, postulants are exhorted to hold prayer in high esteem in order to implore from God the victory over self, divine love, the acquisition of holy virtues, the attainment of their goal, final perseverance, good death and eternal life. But just as the true lover of God desires the good of others as his own, so the postulants of this little community, whose purpose is the greater consolation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, will pray daily for all the interests of the Divine Heart. For this reason, they will wear the Sacred Habit with the motto: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam.”[footnoteRef:38] [38:  DI FRANCIA A., Writings, vol. V, Regolamenti, Regulations for Postulants, p. 227.] 


41.	The following is a list of the prayers scheduled for the postulants during the day: morning prayer and throughout the day, half an hour of common prayer, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, prayer before and after every action, the Angelus three times a day, the Holy Rosary, and when the community needs special graces, special prayers with triduums and novenas. 
“It is strongly recommended to the postulants to be inwardly recollected in prayer and in all exercises of piety. (...) Let their prayer come from a heart moved and intensified by piety, so that while they pray with their lips, they are gathered with their spirit in the divine presence. (...) The postulant must base the hopes of her true progress in Jesus on the spirit of prayer. If the great means of prayer is well used, everything will go well, but if prayer is lacking, the source of grace will dry up and everything will perish. Quod Deus avertat (God forbid)!”[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Ibid., p. 228.] 

	We have quoted extensively from this part of the Rule concerning prayer, because it allows us to understand the fundamental importance that Father Hannibal gave to prayer. It is not surprising that they ask for a rhythm of prayer very similar to that of the novice or religious. Father Hannibal starts from the principle that one who wants to embrace the religious life wants to do everything for Jesus, our dear Lord. Therefore, one will be very fond of holy prayer and will especially care for spiritual prayer and will obtain the greatest consolation of the Heart of Jesus by praying for good laborers, praying in the divine presence.

42.	1906 - Constitutions [footnoteRef:40] [40:  DI FRANCIA A., Regolamenti, Constitutions 1906, p. 347.] 

“Prayer - All the holy writers, relying on the Word of God and the teaching of the Fathers and the Holy Church, as well as on experience, have always held that prayer is indispensable for progress in holy perfection, so that there can be no holy virtue in a soul if the practice of prayer is neglected. Prayer draws great enlightenment into the spirit to know one’s miseries and to detest them, produces the holy fear of God, enlightens the soul about eternal truth, puts it in communication with God, makes it grow in the knowledge of God, admirably increases faith and hope, and powerfully moves the heart to divine love. A soul without prayer is a barren and cursed soil. A prayer-loving soul is a soil watered by the dew of grace. (...)
“Our members will pray in the morning before Holy Mass as mentioned above, from 11:00 to 12:00 noon, and for a short time in the evening. The object of their meditation will be all the truths of the Faith, including the Last Things, the Divine Attributes, the Divine Greatness, the Works of Creation, much more, all the Mysteries of the Divine Redeemer, from His Eternal Origin to the Incarnation, the Nativity, the Infancy, the Hidden Life, the Public Life, the Miracles, the Teachings, and still more, they will be expected to meditate on the most adorable Passion of Our Lord Jesus and His Death; then all the other great mysteries that follow, and finally the very great mystery of the Most Holy Eucharist.
“But in addition to all these meditations on Our Lord Jesus Christ, another meditation will be made daily by the members, considering it as a special gift given to them by the Lord. This is the meditation on the inner sorrows of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, that is, how much that adorable Heart yearned and agonized, from its first to its last beat, at the sight of all the sins that it had to atone for and that it saw and penetrated in all their malice and horror, at the sight of all the human ingratitude and all the countless souls that it had to lose forever. 
“To enter into this unique, unceasing and ineffable sorrows of the Most Holy Heart of Jesus is a great gift and mercy of God and moves the soul to great compassion, gratitude and love. The members will do this meditation together from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., slowly reading and meditating on the point. This is the special spirit of this Institute, inspired by this Word of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam, should be very much connected with this meditation on the inner sorrows of the Heart of Jesus, because the soul that penetrates these sorrows cannot remain indifferent to the interests of this Divine Heart, but feels them alive, shares them, and even wants to sacrifice itself for these divine interests. Then the Divine Word will resound in our ears that has come from that Divine Heart: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam, and in obedience to this command the soul finds a great means of consoling the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in its sorrows.

43.	“Vocal prayers. Another fruit of mental prayer is vocal prayer. St. Alphonsus de Liguori says: “He who does not pray is damned; he who does not do mental prayer, that is, meditation, is not moved to pray. Prayer or meditation makes us aware of our need for God and makes us pray. This prayer can be mental, that is, inward, and vocal. 
“Vocal prayer is also of great value. When the apostles asked Our Lord Jesus Christ how they should pray, Our Lord taught the Pater Noster, which is the first of all vocal prayers. The members will say the vocal prayers together many times a day.”[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Ibid., p. 355.] 

The text of the Constitutions of the Congregation was written after the “dissolution” of the Clerical Seminary in 1904.[footnoteRef:42] In writing the Constitutions, Father Hannibal emphasized the importance of prayer, of the mind and heart, of meditation, and of vocal prayer. The one and the other occupied an important place in the day of the religious. Note the emphasis on the theological virtues, the object of meditation on the person of Jesus, the interests of his Heart, and his inner sorrows, especially because of the connection with the charism of the Rogate, for which one is ready to sacrifice oneself. [42:  TUSINO T., Father Hannibal Mary Di Francia, Biographical Memoirs, Vol. III, Rome, 1998, p. 229.] 


44.	1910 - Declarations and Promises of the Religious of the Pious Institute of the Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus from the time one enters it as aspirants (S. Pier Niceto, August 8, 1910)
	“1. Entering without ulterior motives - I entered this Community through a call that I felt in my heart, and with the pure and simple intention of giving myself completely to the Lord, for the greater service of God, for my own greater sanctification, and for the greater good of souls.  I felt drawn to do this by means of regular observance, discipline, the exercise of religious virtues, and the sacred bond of religious profession. All this aided by God’s grace and my own goodwill
	2. Vocation and choice of this Institute because it is consecrated to the Evangelical Rogation of the Heart of Jesus. 
“I declare that I have felt a special vocation to this Pious Institute, which I chose not only because it is consecrated to the most beautiful spiritual and temporal works of charity, that is, the saving of abandoned orphans and the evangelization and assistance of the poor and the underprivileged classes; not only because of my specially right intentions; but also because it is perhaps the only Institute in the Church which is consecrated to the sublime mission revealed in the divine words of the Gospel: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. Thus the Institute obliges itself by vow of obedience to this mandate of the Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus, that is, by daily prayer for obtaining good laborers for holy Church and by untiring and active propagation of the same throughout the world, under the title of Evangelical Rogation of the Heart of Jesus.
“I declare, therefore, my conviction that by the faithful obedience to this divine mandate and by the universal propagation of this Evangelical Rogation immeasurable benefits can come to the whole Church and to all God’s people. Besides, it can also incline God’s merciful gaze on this least Institute, so that each one of its members, young and old, may strive with greater goodwill and with the help of the divine Grace to correspond to this special vocation.
“Granting this, I acknowledge and declare that my vocation to this Institute and the admission by its Superiors, has been a particular merciful grace of God unmerited on my part. For this reason I declare myself indebted and thankful to the Divine Goodness and to the charity of my Superiors.”[footnoteRef:43] [43:  DI FRANCIA A., Regolamenti, Rome, 2009, p. 578.] 

	We are in a difficult time for the Congregation, in the aftermath of the 1908 earthquake, but at the same time, it was the period leaving the confines of Sicily and of growth, both in terms of locations and in the number of people. Father Hannibal, in his great faith, glimpses this development and thinks of laying the foundation with the Declarations and Promises he places on the lips of the young men who intend to consecrate themselves to the Lord in the mission he has undertaken. He withdrew to the House of St. Pier Niceto, of the Daughters of Divine Zeal, in the days preceding the Solemnity of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary and lays out that Rule which, although with some elements bearing the signs of his epoch, clearly expresses the fundamental values of the charism and spirituality of our Congregation, and which we recognize as our Spiritual Rule.
Let us dwell in it on the aspects of the theme we deal with, prayer, and in particular the prayer for Good Laborers. Father Hannibal in the 3rd Declaration, concerning Devotion and Piety, reports the main devotions and practices of piety, but we dwell on two statements that illuminates the soul of our charism and spirituality: the first, No. 21, on the Rogate pericope. We learn about the richness of this prayer that flowed from the Heart of Jesus; the second, No. 23, which makes us pierce into where the source of the charism is, the Compassionate Heart of Jesus. 
 
45. 	21st Declaration: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. Appreciation of this command and zeal in executing it.
“I declare to value highly the divine Word of Jesus Christ our Lord which form the distinctive character of this humble Institute: those divine words which Jesus Christ our Lord spoke many times, when seeing the crowds of Judea abandoned like sheep without a shepherd, he exclaimed: “Truly the harvest is abundant but the laborers are few. Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam” (Mt. 9:37-38; Lk. 10:2). I will always consider these words as directed to the members of this Pious Institute, in a very particular way, as received directly from the adorable lips of Jesus Christ. With this spirit I will consider myself fortunate to be called to the propagation of these divine words to which I intend to dedicate my life and all of myself. 
“I will often consider the opportunity of this holy mission in our time and the importance of the vow of obedience to this Divine Command to which the members of this Pious Institute are called. I will consider the Church of Jesus Christ as the great field covered with harvest, namely the people of the world and the numberless multitudes of souls from all social classes and conditions. I will always consider how the major part of this harvest perishes for lack of laborers, not only in the lands of unbelievers, and countries separated from communion with the Catholic Church, but also in so many Christian lands, in Catholic cities, and countryside. 
“I will feel my heart pierced by so much harm affecting particularly the tender harvest which is the emerging generations. I will immerse myself in the inner sorrows of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus for such continuous and secular misery, reminding myself of the most holy Word of Jesus Christ: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. I will hold that for the salvation of peoples, of nations, of the society, of the Church, and especially of children and the youth, the evangelization of the poor and for every other spiritual and temporal good for the human family, no remedy can be more efficacious and sovereign than this command given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself: namely, to beseech unceasingly the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, His most Holy Mother, the Angels and the Saints, so that the Holy and Divine Spirit, would Himself raise up, with all powerful vocations, most elect souls, holy Priests, apostolic men, new Apostles of Faith, of Zeal and of Charity for the salvations of all souls; and so that the Omnipotent God would want Himself to create these new elect apostles and souls of outstanding holiness for every class of society.
 
46.	“I will hold that the efforts undertaken by men and the very Prelates of Holy Church themselves in forming holy priests are of no value, and they will never form them unless God Himself forms them. This could not happen unless that sovereign remedy is adopted, the remedy so clearly pointed out by Our Lord Jesus Christ, unless one obeys with strong faith, zeal, and holy enthusiasm the Great Command coming out many times from the Divine Zeal of the Most Holy Heart of Jesus: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. I will dedicate all my days and all my actions to this unceasing Prayer, also known as the Evangelical Rogation of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. I will have a great solicitude and zeal, according to the norms of our Constitutions, so that this divine mandate of Our Lord Jesus Christ, so little appreciated until now, would be known and fulfilled everywhere; so that in all the world, all the priests secular and religious, all the Prelates of Holy Church up to the Supreme Pontiff, and all the virgins consecrated to Jesus, all pious souls, all clerics and seminarians, all the poor and children, all, all will pray the Almighty God to send, without delay, numberless and perfect laborers, either men or women, in the Priesthood and in the Lay state, for the sanctification and salvation of all souls, not even one excepted. I will be ready, with the Lord’s help, to make any sacrifice, even by giving my blood and my life, so that this Rogation would become universal.”[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Constitutions (2010), Appendix Two, Declarations and Promises (for Rogationist Religious), p. 203.] 

There is no doubt that the Aspirant, Novice or Rogationist Religious, who will have shared with an open mind and heart this prayer-declaration-promise that gushed forth from the mind and heart of Father Hannibal, will not be afraid to conclude it with the words: I will be ready, with the Lord’s help, to make any sacrifice, even by giving my blood and my life, so that this Rogation would become universal.

47.	“23. Devotion to the Heart of Jesus and meditation on His inner sorrows.
To constantly become more fervent in zeal for the divine glory and the salvation of souls, to understand and carry out more exactly our sublime mission, our Constitutions call us to a particular devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and to daily meditation on the mysteries of love and sorrow of the entire life, passion, and death of Our Lord Jesus Christ but in a most special way they invite us to the meditation of inner sorrows of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Having said this, I declare that nothing is more sweet, more loving and pleasing to my soul than the outstanding devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. I consecrate myself entirely to this adorable Heart and to all its most holy desires. I intend to make my own interests all the interests of this Divine Heart. I will glory in offering myself as a lover, son, slave, and victim of this Divine Heart. I will do everything possible that He may be known and loved in the world. 
“It is in the Most Holy Eucharistic Communion where I will more greatly unite myself with this Divine Heart, so as never to separate myself from it. Then I will say: Jesus is all mine, and I am all His.  Tenui eum, nec dimittam (I will hold Him fast and not let Him go) (Songs 3:4). I will strive to live the Life of the Most Holy Heart of Jesus. 
“For this purpose, I will never neglect daily meditation, done in common or in private, centered on the mysteries of the Life, Passion, and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ; and if I can, I will even add more to it. 
“Then, in a most special way and in conformity with the Rules of this Pious Congregation of the Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus, I will give myself to the meditation of the inner sorrows of the Heart of Jesus. This means to say that I will consider and reflect on the profound and hidden torments of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, from the first instant of his Incarnation, at the sight of universal sins, at the sight of human ingratitude, at the sight of the harm in the souls of the elect themselves, and especially at the sight of the eternal loss of so many souls!
“I will plunge myself in this immeasurable abyss of the sorrows of the most holy Heart of Jesus, which surpass by far those of His most Holy Humanity and which very few people consider. I will unite myself to these sorrows of the Divine Redeemer so as to feel them in my heart; I will contemplate Him lost and submerged in the ocean of these unspeakable pains in the Garden of Olives.
“To this meditation on the inner sorrows of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I will always associate the meditation of the inner sorrows of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, who alone entered, understood, and shared all the pains and spiritual sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
“From these meditations, I will draw courage and strength for every sacrifice, for the greater glory of God and good of all souls and for the infinite consolation of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.”[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Ibid., p. 208.] 


48.	Finally, as a confirmation of what we are going to say in these pages, namely that Father Hannibal in all his undertakings loved to begin and end with prayer, in our case too, as the 40th and last declaration, he placed a prayer to obtain the grace to observe them.
“40. Of prayer to observe the present promises, and protest of good will.
“Finally, feeling the great need of divine help in order to observe these holy Promises and to persevere faithfully in them to the last breath of my life, I ask my Superiors and my Confreres humbly and devoutly, to implore the divine help for me from our Lord Jesus and the Most Holy Virgin, as also I myself intend to do in order to obtain it from the Divine Mercy. Or better, I will place this intention, even from now, in every celebration of the Holy Mass, as well as in every recitation of the Holy Rosary, even in every good work of Charity and of Religion, which I, by divine grace, will do in this Institute, and in every suffering which the Lord may permit. I declare to recognize that the divine help can never be lacking to me, as long as I do not retract these intentions and I will persevere in my good will. Because by the lack of my good will, all would fail and perish by my own fault alone: Quod Deus avertat! God forbid![footnoteRef:46] [46:  Ibid., p. 227.] 


3.2.	1927 - Constitutions of the Religious Congregation of the Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus.

49.	The second article of our first Constitutions reminds us that the specific, special purpose, Congregation is prayer, addressed to God the Father to implore good laborers.
	“The Purpose of the Congregation 1 - The primary and general purpose of the Institute is that common to all Congregations of simple vows, namely, the sanctification of its members by the observance of the three vows: poverty, chastity and obedience, and by the exercise of religious virtues, according to the nature and spirit of our Constitutions and Norms.
2 - The special and secondary purpose is twofold: a) - Zealous fulfillment of the mandate of the Heart of Jesus: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam, which forms the object of a fourth particular vow. b) - The education and sanctification of children, especially the poor and abandoned, and the evangelization and aid of the poor.”[footnoteRef:47] [47:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Rome, 2010, p. 724.] 

	Immediately afterwards, in Article 3, the Constitutions show us how we are to put the Rogate into action.
	“3 - For the attainment of the First of these special purposes, Rogationists make daily special prayers, in a spirit of obedience to that divine command: Rogate ergo Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. Moreover, they daily offer to God the whole fruit of their ordinary works, united with the infinite merits of Our Lord Jesus Christ; and all the exercises of piety and devotion which are practiced in our Institutes, are principally directed to this holy purpose, and therefore at the beginning and end of every common act, the prayer ends with the short prayer: Domine messis, Domine messis, mitte operarios in messem tuam.”

50.	Chapter XIII of the Constitutions deals with the “Exercises of Piety.” It dwells on mental prayer, personal prayer and community practices of piety. We reproduce some articles:
“85 - They will give the greatest importance to mental prayer, this being indispensable for their own sanctification and holy perseverance. The priests will be able, to do it alone, not less than half an hour, and even more. The other religious will do it in common, at least for half an hour. (...)
“86 - In meditation, one should give preference to the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ and His divine love, to keep it always as an exemplar of life. In the evening one will to do a quarter of an hour of meditation, either on the Massime eterne (of St. Alphonsus De Liguori) or on Divine Benefits or on some other pious subject.
“87 - The priests will celebrate Holy Mass every day; and even when traveling, as far as possible, with some sacrifice, they will see to it that they do not omit it, always preparing for it with a devout preparation. They will then not neglect devout and fervent thanksgiving. Those who will remain somewhat long in devout recollection with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament after Holy Mass will know that they will have immense good for their souls.
“90 - Among the daily practices, the time of spiritual reading, for which everyone should have a special eagerness, will be established since it also serves to make mental prayer well; as well as of the visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, the double examination of conscience, the recitation of the Holy Rosary and all those other exercises that pertain to perfect regular observance, and which serve to nourish the life and fervor of the religious.”
We note the importance given in the Constitutions to the Rogate. We are called to offer for the Rogate all the fruit of our works and all the exercises of piety and devotion. Then returns the exhortation to attend to mental prayer, preferably on the Passion of Jesus and His Divine Love. Note, finally, the reference to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, to be received with devout preparation and fervent thanksgiving, to the Blessed Virgin Mary, with the recitation of the Rosary, and, in general, to all other exercises of piety that serve to nourish the life and fervor of each of us.
[bookmark: _Hlk172217667]

3.3.	The Prayer Manual of 1915

51.	We have noted that Father Hannibal lived in constant prayer because he was projected towards holiness and found it natural to share the various situations of the day with the Lord and the Saints. In the Pious Work he had started, the main intent was the evangelization and accompaniment of the little ones and the poor toward an encounter with the love of the Lord, in the conviction that this was their fundamental need, and then contextually their material sustenance and their human, cultural and social education.
Father Hannibal experienced that the little ones, in their innocence, were open to accepting the Christian message and pious practices, and because he personally lived in constant dialogue with the Lord, the Saints, and the Holy Women, he was not afraid to share this spirituality of his with the women and young men who are assisted and women who were oriented toward the life of consecration.
Therefore, in the Communities of the Pious Work, prayer and practices of piety had ample space in the day, in the weeks and throughout the year, as is clear from the 1915 Manual of Practices of Piety. We think it is interesting to report in these pages of reflection on prayer the Table of Contents of the Manual, in order to have an almost visual confirmation of what and how much prayer life was in Father Hannibal’s time.
It is unthinkable to restore those rhythms of communal prayers today, but we need to become aware of the particular devotions that were most present at that time because they are expressing the charismatic foundation and related spirituality of the Congregation.

52. 		        		Prayers and Practices of Piety[footnoteRef:48] [48:  Prayers and Practices of Piety for the Use of the Community of Orphanages of the Pious Work, Messina,  1915.
] 
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53. 	First of all, we note the prayers that help to live the liturgical celebrations, the Holy Mass, the Eucharistic Communion, the important solemnities of the liturgical year in the best possible way. Then we find, in particular, many prayers addressed to the Blessed Sacrament, the special prayers to implore good laborers, the many prayers addressed to the Blessed Virgin, to the special patrons of Pious Work, St. Michael the Archangel, St. Joseph, St. Anthony, the prayers and novenas to many other saints and holy people. There are novenas and triduums to prepare for so many feasts. Once again, we notice that special emphasis is given to the Gregorian prayers, the prayers for the deliverance of the holy souls in purgatory, which in fact are present almost throughout the year.
	The Pious Work, through the Rogationists and the Daughters of Divine Zeal, who have taken it on through a special consecration, also lived with the young aspirants and the orphans, in a constant atmosphere of prayer, somewhat like Father Hannibal, with his feet on the ground and his mind and heart in heaven.

CHAPTER FOUR

A Catechesis of Father Hannibal on Prayer



4.1.	Do you know the things of God?

54.	Fr. Vitale vividly describes Deacon Hannibal’s encounter in late 1877 with a poor ragged man, later known as Francis Zancone, who was asking him for alms. Hannibal stops to look at him and, after placing coins in his hand, asks him where he lives. The poor man points out the location to him in words unintelligible to Hannibal, who then asks him if he “knows the things of God.” When Zancone replies that he has no one to teach him, Hannibal asks him to clearly show him the place where he lives and immediately promises, “I will come and see you.”[footnoteRef:49] [49:  Cf. VITALE F., Canon Hannibal Mary Di Francia, His Life and Works, Messina, 1939, p. 73.] 

	Deacon Hannibal was aware that the sacred order of the diaconate, which he had recently received, called him to proclaim “the things of God” and to proclaim them first of all to the poor. Even as a Cleric he was not only a catechist but also a cooperator of the Pious Union for the Teaching of the Christian Doctrine, established in Messina by Archbishop Monsignor Giuseppe Guarino. We have an interesting speech of his, dated February 5, 1878, on the importance of teaching Christian Doctrine.[footnoteRef:50] He also, in 1882, received from the Archbishop the task of catechetical inspection in the various churches of the city of Messina. [footnoteRef:51] [50:  Cf. TUSINO T., Father Hannibal Mary Di Francia, Biographical Memoirs, Vol. I, Rome, 1995, p. 269.]  [51:  Ibid., p. 428.] 

	If Father Hannibal’s mission began with a catechetical meeting, we can say that it then continued along the same lines, with the little ones and the poor whom he met and helped, with preaching wherever he was requested and went with admirable zeal, and with his writings. We have, precisely among his writings, the well-known Letter to Friends, which can be called a treatise of apologetic catechesis on Christian Doctrine, of about one hundred envelopes, addressed to the personalities of his Messina, who were learned but not particularly on the Christian faith. In those pages we also have an admirable illustration on prayer. We reproduce one text on prayer in the body of the long treatise and a second passage, also on prayer, in the concluding part of the paper.

[bookmark: _Hlk172218765]4.2.	The Letter to Friends

55. 	Letter to Friends – Simple, sure, infallible means to put yourself on the path of truth and save yourself. Dear Sir, my beloved brother and friend, to rebuild your spirit, to set yourself with true commitment to seek truth, light and eternal salvation, I propose to you a most sure, infallible means left to us by Jesus Christ Himself, and that is: PRAYER! In the secret of your heart, pray! Set aside some time in the day to pray! It may be in the morning by honing your eyes in the light, it may be in the evening in the silence of the night, it may be by entering the house of the Lord, that is, in some church, especially on Sunday, but pray! Raise your mind and heart to God. Turn your gaze to the great spectacles of creation that have come forth from the almighty decree, and pray! Pray to this God who loves you so much and who is so forgotten by His creatures! Pray to Jesus Christ, who always has His loving gaze on you, who sacrificed Himself for you on the Cross, and who longs to see you respond to His love!
	And what will you tell Him when you pray? Ah! Tell Him at least this:
“My Lord, my Creator, my Redeemer, give me Your Light, give me Your Grace! I am mortal! before this fleeting scene of life ends for me, lead me on the path of Your Divine Will, to the observance of what You will and command. You have caused me to be born in Catholicism; infuse me with the beautiful, immortal, and beneficent Catholic Faith, before which men of the highest and upright morals have not failed to bow. If this is the way of my eternal salvation, by which I can escape eternal loss, then set me on this path and make me persevere in it. Give me, O Lord, Your holy fear, whereby I fear above all things to offend You by transgressing Your commandments, and to live in Your shame! Give me, O adorable Jesus, Your divine love; make me love You so that I may desire to possess You forever. O my Lord and God, give me a strong and constant will to love You and to use all means to achieve the great end of my eternal salvation and my loved ones!”

56.	“This is the spirit of the prayer that I propose to you, and which you can extend, disclosing to the Supreme God, to the adorable Lord, Our Jesus Christ, all the needs of your soul, your own, and also the earthly needs, because Jesus is the loving Father to provide for us not only spiritually, but also temporally.
“So, if you want a prayer formula, the most perfect and effective that can be imagined, for every kind of divine grace, Jesus Christ Himself taught it to us, and it is the Lord’s Prayer, which I am sure you know, and which I am transcribing here for you:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen.
“Hallowed be Thy name means: Your name, O Lord, be known, loved, and blessed by all nations. Thy Kingdom Come, means: Lord, reign in us by your grace, always excluding sin. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, means: Lord, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. (Sublime teaching!) Do not lead us into temptation, which means: Give us help, strength, O Lord, not to succumb to the desires of the flesh (which cause the death of the soul); nor to the temptations of the devil, who always hates us and secretly drives us to sin of every kind! Deliver us from evil, means Deliver us, O Lord, first from the supreme evil, which is sin, from eternal damnation, which is its consequence, and then also from the evils of this miserable life.
“Oh! I beseech you, I beseech you with folded hands, my Lord and brother in Jesus Christ, recite the Lord’s Prayer morning and evening, and you will be able to acquire the light of truth to set you on the path of eternal salvation!”[footnoteRef:52] [52:  DI FRANCIA A., Lettera del Can.co A. M. Di Francia ai suoi Amici e Signori che egli ama come sé stesso e il cui benessere e felicità desidera e brama come di sé medesimo, Messina, 1925; DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. 50, pag. 576.  ] 


57.	“Prayer! Here is the golden key that opens the treasures of divine grace! God has placed it in the hands of all, and you also have it at your disposal. Who is stopping you from praying? So much is prayed by people in this world! We pray for a high personage to give us a grace, we pray for a friend to take care of a matter, we pray for a lawyer to take our pending case to heart and study it well, we pray for someone to act as an intermediary with those who can give us a grace or facilitate us, we pray in writing, we pray with studied words, we pray to strangers, we pray to family members, we pray for a place, for a job! A condemned person prays to the sovereign for pardon. And will you not pray to God, on whom everything depends? God who alone can make us happy? God who alone can enlighten us to know the truth? Shall we not pray to God for the most important business of all, which is to set us on the true path of eternal salvation and help us with His Divine Grace to achieve it?”[footnoteRef:53] [53:  Ibid., p. 611.] 

	In the texts given, Father Hannibal invites the recipients to look at the wonders of creation, to perceive in their beauty the action of the Creator, and thus the spontaneous impulse to dialogue with Him who loves us to the point of sending His Son to sacrifice Himself for us, and who expects us to reciprocate so much love. Immediately afterwards, Father Hannibal gives voice to his reader by turning to God the Father and asking Him, with repentance, fear and love, to lead us in the way of the Divine Will. Then he tells and explains the prayer, the model of all prayers, taught by Jesus, the Our Father. The second passage, reported as a concluding summary, points out the paradox in which we live, since we pray to a variety of people, like ourselves, for a variety of needs in earthly life, and forget Almighty God for what is most important in our earthly life, the attainment of eternal salvation.
	Father Hannibal, a man-made prayer, would never cease to manifest his joy in immersing himself in it in a dialogue of love.





CHAPTER FIVE

Father Hannibal, Pope Francis and Prayer



5.1.	Lord, teach us to pray

58.	These words addressed to Jesus by one of his disciples (cf. Lk 11:1) tell us that we need to learn to pray, to go to a school of prayer. Many times in our norms we have said that our communities should be schools of prayer. Well, Father Hannibal, who, as we have seen, used to talk about prayer in his speeches and homilies, also dealt with the subject in the Constitutions and Rules. For example, in the Rule for the Daughters of Divine Zeal,[footnoteRef:54] he left us an extensive treatment, almost an essay, on prayer. [54:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Roma, 2010, p. 265.] 

The title “Regulations” suggests what the word means, i.e., norms, regulations, rules, but in fact the text goes far beyond the concept of constitutions or norms and includes doctrinal and ascetical elements. In our case, as far as the subject of prayer is concerned, we are dealing with a catechetical text that moves between topics of great doctrinal importance and others that are more secondary. It is the word of the “Father” who speaks to his spiritual daughters and wants to make them to participate in what has always been the soul of his life: prayer.
In this book, as in the other numerous writings left to us by our holy Founder, there are elements which, of course, seem to be out of date in some respects, but if we look at the content, they convey to us the spiritual wisdom of a man of God, in love with Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the Fathers of the Church, with frequent quotations, sometimes direct, sometimes indirect.
One learns how to pray by praying, because one is taught by the Holy Spirit; one also learns by close association with men or women of prayer. The teaching of Father Hannibal on prayer, therefore, we look for in his writings, but we receive it above all from his testimony of life.

[bookmark: _Hlk172218893][bookmark: _Hlk172218875]5.2	Necessity of Prayer     

59.	“For our eternal salvation, theologians teach, prayer is so necessary and indispensable that those who do not pray cannot be saved.   
“For this reason Jesus Christ, our Lord, commanded and recommended it to us with such insistence that He Himself taught us various forms of prayer which are mentioned in the Gospel, and among them the Pater Noster in the first place, and in order almost to compel us to pray, He Himself gave us the highest example of it, praying all His life, indeed every moment of His mortal life, in order to obtain from His Eternal Father all graces for the whole Holy Church and for all souls until the end of the ages; He does this even though He would not have had to pray at all to obtain such grace, since He is Almighty God, equal with His Father and the Holy Spirit.”[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Ibid., p. 315.] 

Father Hannibal explains that all graces are a gift from the Lord, but He has chosen to give them to us through the cooperation of our prayer. He reminds us that he prayed to Jesus, prayed to the Blessed Virgin and to the saints who, through their prayers, worked amazing miracles. He concludes: “Without the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, without his help, without his enlightenment, without his divine assistance, it is clear and certain that we can do nothing good for ourselves or for others. But this grace, this help, these enlightenments, this divine succor, can only be obtained through prayer.”[footnoteRef:56] [56:  Ibid., p. 316.] 

Pope Francis, in his “Catechesis on Prayer,” offers this reflection: “Will the Son of Man, when he comes, find faith on earth?” (Lk 18:8). This question comes at the end of a parable that illustrates the need to pray with perseverance, without becoming weary. We can conclude that the lamp of faith will always be lit on earth as long as there is the oil of prayer. The lamp of the true faith of the Church will always be lit on earth as long as there is the oil of prayer. It is prayer that brings forth faith and our poor, weak, sinful life, but prayer brings it forth safely.”[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no. 29.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172218906]5.3.	Effectiveness of Prayer

60.	“As much as prayer is “necessary,” it is also “effective. Here is a most comforting truth. What does the efficacy of prayer mean? It means that when we pray with faith, with fervor, and with the proper dispositions, prayer penetrates into the divine presence and obtains with certainty what is asked for. This certainty is based on nothing less than the most infallible promise of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who said to us: “Seek and you will find; ask and you will receive; knock and it will be opened to you; for he who asks will receive, and he who knocks will find, And he told the parable of the friend who knocked at a friend’s door to ask for the three loaves, and of the widow who obtained justice from a judge who would do her no favors because he was unjust.”[footnoteRef:58] [58:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Roma, 2010, p. 317.] 

We are certain that when we pray, the Lord hears us; moreover, when we pray, we lift up our minds and hearts to the Father through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Whether we then receive what we ask for does not depend on whether the Lord hears us or not, but rather on the faith we have in praying, on our communion with the Lord, to whom we open our hearts and ask for what is truly our good. Father Hannibal reminds us that for our prayer to be heard and answered, it is important that it be accompanied by the right dispositions. He also reminds us that prayer has sustained and guided the saints.
“And how did the saints become such, if not by prayer? How was it that they were enriched with virtues, that they destroyed their own nature, that they completely triumphed over the world, ‘hell and passions, and became all heavenly men? How did it happen that they all lived transformed in Jesus Christ and became one with Him? It was all a continuous miracle of prayer.”[footnoteRef:59] [59:  Ibid., p. 318] 






[bookmark: _Hlk172218920]5.4.	Means to make Prayer effective

61.	“What then are the dispositions that you must have and what are the conditions for your prayer to be most effective and to obtain all that you ask for Jesus, for you and for all? 
1st - The first disposition is an effort of constant collaboration to obtain what you ask. (...) Prayer attracts grace, but grace also wants our cooperation, that is, our work. (...)
2nd - Oratio, that is, meditation. The will does not move, as philosophers and experience teach, unless the intellect learns the good that is convenient to it. In other words, if you, O soul, do not learn well how desirable and profitable virtue is, you will not move to ask God for it and to strive to attain it by your cooperation. And here it should be remembered that this effort of prayer and cooperation to obtain a virtue, a grace, is always relative and proportionate to the light or spiritual knowledge that the intellect has of that virtue or grace.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  Ibid., p. 319.] 

In this explanation by Father Hannibal, we discover why, when he recommends prayer in the various rules, he first emphasizes the importance of mental prayer, meditation, which helps us to enter into the proper state of mind to formulate our particular prayers.

62.	“3rd - Desire. To be effective, prayer and cooperation must be accompanied by desire. Desire gives wings to the will. The will that desires fervently does not run, but flies toward what it desires. Prayer filled with holy desires is the most effective, given other dispositions. The more one knows a good and feels the need for it, the more one desires it, and the more intense and ardent the desire, the more the soul prays and works to obtain it”. (...)
	4th  - The fervor of prayer. Blessed is the soul that prays with great and intense fervor to obtain the holy virtues, the heavenly goods, or rather, to obtain God, Jesus, His love, His union of love! This prayer, accompanied by the dispositions we have said and those we will say, penetrates heaven, moves the Heart of Jesus, and obtains from Him every grace for oneself and for others!
5th - Tears in prayer. The prayer that comes from a soul enlightened by meditation and resolved by good will, full of holy desires, is often helped by God Himself, who is blessed by the gift of tears. Divine Grace, which precedes us in everything, accompanies us admirably and increasingly in every effort we make to respond to it. The gift of tears in prayer is priceless”.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  Ibid., p. 323.] 

  Cooperation is the first condition for our prayer to be effective. This has also been handed down to us in relation to the prayer to implore good laborers, which calls us to be good laborers ourselves, otherwise our prayer would be meaningless. The conditions that Father Hannibal recalls for our prayer to be effective actually express the internal and external progress and intensity of our participation. The greater the desire, the greater the fervor, which becomes so great that it is expressed in the gift of tears.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, in a beautiful summary, confirms what our holy Founder tells us: 
“Meditation engages thought, imagination, emotion, and desire. This mobilization of faculties is necessary in order to deepen our convictions of faith, prompt the conversion of our heart, and strengthen our will to follow Christ. Christian prayer tries above all to meditate on ‘the mysteries of Christ’.”[footnoteRef:62] [62:  Catechism of the Catholic Church, Rome, 1992, no. 2708.] 

 

[bookmark: _Hlk172218942]5.5.	Other conditions for making Prayer effective

63.	Speaking of the conditions for prayer to be effective, Father Hannibal dwells first on two attitudes of the soul.
	“Humility - The ‘religious soul, when she places herself in the Divine Presence to pray, must present herself before God filled with her unworthiness, as a guilty one, as a wretch begging for mercy. She must annihilate herself in her heart, contemplating with the eye of faith that she stands before the infinite majesty of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, before whom heaven and earth bow and the angelic powers themselves tremble. This deep inner humility must also shine outwardly in the humble attitude of the whole person. Let us join in prayer with the most holy humility of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, when he prayed to the Eternal Father, threw himself with his face to the ground! Let us unite ourselves to the humility, incomparable among earthly creatures, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who used to pray lying on the dust! (...)
	“Let us humble ourselves, let us humble ourselves inwardly and outwardly as we present ourselves before His Divine Majesty to implore mercy and graces for ourselves and for all, so that the merciful eyes of the God of eternal mercy may look kindly upon us and His merciful ears may listen to our prayers! Blessed is the soul who, presenting herself to the divine contemplation for prayer, brings with her a treasure of humility in her heart! How many graces will she obtain for herself and for others!”[footnoteRef:63] [63:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Roma, 2010, p. 324.] 

	Pope Francis,	 in his “Catechesis on Prayer,” in which he speaks of humility, recalls several times the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector who went to the temple to pray and returned home with a different result, because only the one who beat his breast from afar and said, “O God, have mercy on me, a sinner,” returned justified (Lk 18:9-14). The Pope, in Catechesis No. 35, which deals with “The Certainty of Being Heard,” says: “In prayer, it is God who must convert us, not we who must convert God. It is humility. I go to pray but You, Lord, convert my heart so that it will ask for what is appropriate, for what will be best for my spiritual health.”[footnoteRef:64] [64:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Vatican, Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no. 35.] 


64.	“Confidence - As indispensable as humility is, confidence in prayer. It is, in fact, produced by humility itself. The soul that does not have humility cannot even have confidence in obtaining what it asks through prayer. But what is confidence? It is a sweet union with Jesus, the Supreme Good, who represents Him to us as loving, kind, gentle, eager to communicate His graces to us, who makes us see Him as Father, Friend, Brother, Spouse, most tender Lover. This loving trust does not cease in the face of all contrary motives, but is such that even when Jesus presents Himself to the eye of the spirit, for just reasons, contrary to fulfillment, this loving trust does not cease to impel the humble and loving soul to embrace the knees of the most loving God, to look at Him with eyes imploring pity, to follow Him when He turns away to refuse to grant, and, like the blind man on the road to Jericho, or even better than that blind man, to cry out to Jesus, “O my Jesus, have mercy on the petitions that I bring before You, and I will not cease to bring them before You until, by Your mercy, through the sweetness of Your Divine Heart and for Your glory, You grant them!
“Oh! what fervent, loving, humble, sweet, affectionate words will the soul say to Jesus, when it is full of holy confidence that He should grant it! And oh! how Jesus likes this Prayer full of humility and trust! Oh! how then Jesus Our Lord and our God allows Himself to wrest any grace from His divine hands!”[footnoteRef:65] [65:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Roma, 2010, p. 326.] 


65.	Father Hannibal reminds us that humility and trust are the gifts of a simple, sincere soul that strives to grow in divine love and holy perfection. In fact, when we read his words explaining trust, we have the impression that we are facing a testimony about his way of praying. Moreover, Father Hannibal knew the Carmelite nun Therese of the Child Jesus and wrote a prayer for her when the cause for her canonization had not yet been opened.[footnoteRef:66] Well, the spirituality of the saint has humility and trust as its foundation.  [66:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. IV, Preghiere agli Angeli e ai Santi, Rome, 2008, p. 404.] 

The catechesis of Pope Francis also often encourages us to approach the Lord with great confidence, in spite of everything.
“Therefore, if on an evening of prayer we feel sluggish and empty, if it seems to us that life has been utterly useless, we must in that moment ask that Jesus’ prayer also become our own. ‘I can’t pray today, I don’t know what to do: I don’t feel like it, I am unworthy, unworthy.’ At that moment it is necessary to rely on Him to pray for us. In this moment, Jesus is before the Father, praying for us, He is the Advocate, He makes the Father see the wounds, for us. Let us trust in this!  If we are trustful, we will then hear a voice from heaven, ‘You are God’s beloved, you are a child, you are the joy of the Father in heaven’.”[footnoteRef:67]    [67:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Vatican, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no. 12.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172218988]5.6.	Object of Prayer

66.	“Object of Prayer - What should a religious soul, a daughter of the Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus, ask of the Lord?  
Everything that concerns the glory of God, her own sanctification and the universal good. And to come to the details, as for the glory of the Supreme God, the religious soul of these communities will first impore that God be known, adored, loved and served throughout the whole earth, and for this to happen, it will be attached to the singular spirit of prayer to obtain good laborers for the Holy Church, in obedience to that divine command of the Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus, especially given to us by Our Admirable Lord Jesus Christ when He said, “Rogate ergo Dominum Messis ut mittat Operarios in Messem suam”, which is the great mission of our Institute, and of which spirit of prayer we shall speak more fully in a special chapter.”[footnoteRef:68] [68:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, p. 327.] 

	Father Hannibal, in suggesting to us what we should ask as a priority in our prayer, leads us to listen to the words of Jesus who, to the Apostles who asked him to teach them how to pray, invites them to tell “Our Father” that “his name be hallowed, his kingdom come, and his will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”. Then he could not help adding as a priority request that which is the passion, the fixation of his life, and which, moreover, tends precisely to seek the glory of God together with the salvation of souls.
67.	Pope Francis, in his Catechesis on Prayer, also dealt with “The Prayer of Demand,” in words that are of great comfort and encouragement.
“One should not be ashamed to pray and to say: “Lord, I need this”, “Lord, I am in difficulty”, “Help me!”: It is the cry of the heart to God who is the Father. And we have to learn to do so also in happy moments, to thank God for everything that is given to us, and not to take anything for granted or as if it were owed to us: everything is grace. The Lord always gives to us, always, and everything is grace, everything. The grace of God. However, we must not suffocate the supplication that rises up in us spontaneously. Prayer of petition goes in step with acceptance of our limitations and our nature as creatures.”[footnoteRef:69]   [69:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Vatican, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no.18.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172219051]5.7.	Universal Prayer

68.	“Universal Prayer - But now let us come to the third point of what we must ask of divine infinite goodness for the universal good of all. Charity demands that we love our fellow men as ourselves, and that we desire for every creature on earth that good which we desire for ourselves. We must therefore pray to the Lord for the sanctification and eternal salvation of all”.
	Father Hannibal follows this premise with a list of situations and categories of people that, as far as possible, includes everyone and everything, because we are indebted to God the Father for everything and because we are all called, as His children and brothers, to live with Him in eternal happiness. Father Hannibal’s exhortation is to widen our hearts in prayer, following the example of the universal liturgical prayer of the Church, which is fundamentally concerned with the need for eternal salvation and at the same time leads us to live as our own the situations of need and suffering of all, no one excluded. 
 	We can say that the key to this universal openness of prayer can also be found in the address that Father Hannibal uses in the well-known “Letter to the Friends”, which we have already mentioned, where he uses the same expressions: “Letter to his friends and gentlemen, whom he loves as himself, and whose good and happiness he desires and longs for as his own”.[footnoteRef:70] [70:  DI FRANCIA A., Lettera del Can.co A. M. Di Francia ai suoi Amici e Signori che egli ama come sé stesso e il cui benessere e felicità desidera e brama come di sé medesimo, Messina, 1925, vol. 50.
vol. 50. ] 

	And so we are invited to pray for the “conversion of sinners,” which we are to pray for “with a zeal that makes our tears flow” for the clergy, for men and women religious, for those in high places, for the dying, “especially for those who are in terrible danger of dying to the disgrace of God,” for all children, for all families, for young people, for the spread of the faith, for the success in the Lord of all good works, for all married couples, for religious orders and congregations of men and women, for all who commend themselves to our prayers, for the destruction of Satan’s dominion, for the destruction of the evil press, of infernal and diabolical sects, for the spiritual and temporal good of all our fellow men and women, for all tribulation, for all danger, for all the abandoned poor, for all the sick, for all prisoners, for the seafarers. 

69.	The list continues for several pages to give rise to a new list, this time concerning gratitude.
“We may also pray for divine providence in our houses, for the health of those under our care, for education, for works and industries, for protection from all evil, and for all things always ordained for spiritual good, and in the fullness of the divine and most loving will of the Most High God, our Lord Jesus Christ.
In a word, so much spiritual and temporal graces to implore, and to extend our intentions to all and everything, we must unite them with all the intentions and prayers of Our Lord Jesus Christ in His mortal life and in the Most Holy Eucharist. 
But another great duty we have that must be combined with the duty of Prayer, and that is “Giving Thanks.”[footnoteRef:71] [71:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Rome, 2010, p. 332.] 

In his catechesis, Pope Francis dedicates a session to the theme “The prayer of thanksgiving”. He recalls the episode of the healing of the ten lepers (Lk 17:13) and the reprimand of Jesus because when they went to the priests and they were healed on the way, only one returned to give thanks for the gift received. The Pope comments, “If we are in Christ, there is no sin and no threat that can ever prevent us from continuing joyfully on our way, together with many other companions on the road. Above all, let us not forget to thank: if we are bearers of gratitude, the world itself will become better, even if only a little bit, but that is enough to transmit a bit of hope. The world needs hope. And with gratitude, with this habit of saying thank you, we transmit a bit of hope.”[footnoteRef:72] [72:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Vatican, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no. 20.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk172219067]5.8.	Other things and circumstances concerning Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk171959090]70.	“Attention - It is necessary that the ultimate object of our prayers should always be the glory of God, our sanctification, and the good of all, and all for the greatest consolation of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  As for attention, every praying soul needs to be in the Divine Presence, concentrating his thoughts on the prayers he is addressing to the Lord, banishing all distractions and meditating almost on every word, even if it is in the recitation of an Our Father, a Hail Mary or a Glory Be.[footnoteRef:73] [73:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Rome, 2010, p. 337.] 

	“When and Where to Pray - One should pray at all times and in all places. It is written: Oportet semper orare et nunquam deficere: Pray always without becoming weary. And elsewhere: Noli desinere orare: Do not cease to pray. Before every action, before every task, one must raise the mind to God. And in order to correct the human weakness that sometimes does not allow a continuous elevation of the spirit in prayer, it is necessary to form an intention called “virtual”, that is, to intend to pray every moment, adding thanksgiving to it in every moment, even intentionally. Our Lord, in His infinite goodness, also accepts every loving intention to do what human weakness or other conditions do not allow to be done.
“One can pray by working. St. John Climacus says that when one prays, one should not be occupied with anything but prayer. This applies first of all to prayers of obligation. However, between being at work in the midst of distractions that can cause one to lose the divine presence, and calling one’s mind back to God with prayers, even aloud and together, it seems preferable to pray as best one can even while working; for example, responding to the recitation of the rosary, dedicating the work one is doing for the Lord along with the prayer.”[footnoteRef:74] [74:  Ibid., p. 338.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk171959855]	We note that Father Hannibal, especially on the subject of prayer, speaks to us as a master of the spiritual life, and at the same time he does so ex abundantia cordis, from the abundance of his heart, from his heart overflowing with love for God and therefore with prayer. The testimonies of his biographers and of those who have presented his cause for canonization are unanimous in saying that he was always immersed in communion with God.

5.9.	Night Prayer

71.	“Something special must be said about the great merit and efficacy of the Night Prayer. The saints held it in high esteem and practiced it throughout their lives, obtaining divine graces and heavenly favors for themselves and for the whole Holy Church.
“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who certainly had no need to pray at all, prayed all night long, either in the mountains or in caves or while traveling, and for this very reason the Saints loved the Night Prayer very much, and the Holy Writers praise and recommend it. Among the Saint-Founder, some have made it a rule to get up at night to recite the Divine Office, which is also practiced in some cloistered communities of women, such as the Capuchins, Teresinas (Carmelites), and others. If this cannot be done every night in communities of active life such as ours, we must nevertheless scrupulously follow the custom introduced in our Institute from the earliest days, of making some night vigils with corresponding prayers in the course of the year.”[footnoteRef:75] [75:  DI FRANCIA A., Scritti, vol. VI, Regolamenti, Rome, 2010, p. 340.] 

Father Hannibal also followed the example of the saints. He made every effort to have his room near the chapel. In the convent of the House of Oria, his room was next to the gallery (matroneo) of the Shrine, which allowed him to go there at night without being noticed. He entrusts to the Congregation some vigils on the occasions of great solemnities; he mentions eight and adds that occasionally others may be established for special situations.
He observes: “If a soul feels inclined to night prayer, and if, when she sets herself to it, she can sustain it without being overtaken by sleep, and without neglecting it by sleeping or dozing off in other common or private liturgy of the hours or prayers of the day, she may ask her superior for permission, and he may grant it with due measures and precautions.”[footnoteRef:76] [76:  Ibid., p. 343.] 

            Continuing his catechesis on prayer, Father Hannibal tells us that “an effective way of praying is supplication, as it has been used among us from the beginning. A supplication is written on the occasion of some solemnity, to ask for special graces, and on that feast day it is presented at the feet of Our Lord, or of the Blessed Virgin, or of the angels, or of the saints, according to the solemnity celebrated. But before it is offered, it is recited together.”[footnoteRef:77] [77:  Ibid., p. 344.] 

Among the prayers written by Father Hannibal, there are many supplications composed for special feasts or circumstances related to the important devotions of the Pious Work. The immediate and fundamental reference of Father Hannibal’s devotion was Jesus: the Heart of Jesus, Jesus in the Eucharist, then the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, and the Holy Name of Jesus, the person of Jesus.
He wanted the Eucharist, the Divine Founder, who “came and dwell among us” on July 1, 1886, to be the foundation of the Pious Work. Father Hannibal wanted July 1 as a memorial for the Pious Work. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is the source of the charism of the Rogate and of the Pious Work. The Holy Name of Jesus is Jesus, the love of Father Hannibal.

5.10.	The Great Invocation in the Most Holy Name of Jesus

72.	He who trusts in the words of Jesus: “Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, because the Father is glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in my name, I will do it” (Jn. 14:13-14), and wishing to celebrate the Most Holy Name of Jesus in a worthy manner, he ordered that the entire month of January should be dedicated to the Most Holy Name in the Pious Work, and that on the last day, at noon, all the communities should offer to Him in the Blessed Sacrament, as a great family spiritually united, a solemn Great Supplica, composed of 34 petitions or requests, to offer to their Founder, Superior and Father, for the entire past year and the year to come. January 31, 1887, like July 1 of the previous year, should become a memorial.
	Let us listen to Father Hannibal:
	“A Very Special Supplication, such as has been in use in our communities for thirty-four years, up to the present year of 1921. Such a Supplication must be conveniently prepared by the month of January and must contain 34 petitions or requests concerning all that can best be asked of the Eternal Father in the Most Holy Name of Jesus for spiritual goods, for ourselves, for our Houses, also temporal goods for the sanctification and progress in the Lord of our male and female communities. (...) 
“Let the Daughters of the Divine Zeal of the Heart of Jesus well understand that this great devotion to the Most Holy and Admirable Name of Jesus must always be in force and fervor in our Institutes, with the consecration of the whole month with the solemn Novena, with the Feast of January 31st, and with the presentation of the “Great Supplica” containing the 34 petitions or requests, after the model of the previous Supplica, composed by the Father Director of our Pious Work of the Interests of the Heart of Jesus. (...)
“At the end of the reading of the Supplica, if it has been read by one of our priests, he will place it in front of the tabernacle, behind the Gloria prayer card.”[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Ibid., p. 347 ff.] 

In the method that Father Hannibal used to educate the members of the Pious Work in faith and prayer, there are often ingenious devices that sometimes risk appearing as childish gestures, but at the same time are particularly illuminating in the simple eyes of children and the poor, capable of making them feel that they have a real, concrete contact with the Lord.

73.	For example, the gesture of placing the text of the petition in front of the tabernacle is like saying, “Jesus, from us, these petitions are here, they are still here in front of you.” Another example, truly touching. The banquet for the conclusion of the First of July celebration, with a long table that begins in the chapel, so that Jesus is considered one of the guests, to whom the toasts are made as if he were one of many partakers of the meal, one who “has descended to come and live among us”.
Father Hannibal, in concluding the theme of the Great Supplica, returns to the theme of perseverance in prayer, which he had discussed earlier, but adds a truly extraordinary example:
“In the chapters on the necessity and efficacy of prayer, we have said more than enough on perseverance in prayer. To all this we add that perseverance in prayer is the breath of the soul. Since we breathe every moment, and the breath sustains our life, and if the breath ceases, life ceases, so is prayer in relation to the spiritual life of the soul, that is, the life of grace. Therefore, it has been said in its place that if prayer cannot always be actual, it must at least be intentional in all occupations, that is, one must always intend to pray, even at night while sleeping.”[footnoteRef:79] [79:  Ibid., p. 352.] 

It is the most beautiful and authentic expression of prayer, of living constantly in the presence of God, a great gift from the Lord and, at the same time, an arduous and happy exercise in preparation for eternal life.   

5.11.	Prayer of the heart

74.	“It must be said, however, that the most effective prayer is that which comes from the heart, whether it be inward or outward. The soul that is trained in mental oratio, meditation and mortification, the soul that feels the love of Jesus, the living interest in the interests of the Heart of Jesus, the living commitment to know and love Jesus, that feels compassion and ardent zeal for souls, this soul of virtue and sacrifice does not need to learn formulas of prayers from books, but the Spirit that is in her will make her groan “gemitibus inenarrabilibus”, with inexpressible groans.
“She will pray with vivid ardor, feeling the adorable divine presence of her God, her Jesus, and in order to obtain the divine graces of His glory and the salvation of all, she will annihilate herself in His divine contemplation, kiss His adorable Feet, turn her inner eye of the most tender trust to His Supremacy.
From his heart, longing for the interests of the Heart of Jesus, will come forth beautiful, wise, loving, convincing words to win from him those graces that the world does not deserve, sighs will come forth, and as from a spring, tears will flow from the heart to the eyes. (...)
“This soul, united to Jesus by meditation, by mortification, by the sacrifice of its whole self, when it is removed from prayer by obedience to ordinary actions, will not remove its heart, but its whole day, all its actions, will be a prayer, either actual or virtual, and so far as the night will be for it a most opportune time of the still more ardent and passionate prayer with Jesus; and in sleep itself this soul will at least intentionally, and by virtue of its resolve and desires, pray with Jesus as it did during the day.”[footnoteRef:80] [80:  Ibid., p. 359 ff.] 


75.	Today there is so much emphasis on prayer of the heart, and rightly so. In Father Hannibal’s time, the subject did not have the same resonance. We are enchanted by the way Father Hannibal speaks to us about this fundamental aspect of prayer, and we immediately understand that he does so, as in the many texts we have quoted, ex abundantia cordis, his words flowing precisely from the abundance of the heart.
Jesus himself addressed this issue when he said: “These people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me” (Mt 15:8).
We are not surprised that Pope Francis, in his catechesis on prayer, often returns to the prayer of the heart. If we wanted, we could write a treatise, but we quote briefly:
“ Prayer is the breath of faith; it is its most proper expression. Like a cry that issues from the heart of those who believe and entrust themselves to God.”[footnoteRef:81] [81:  Prayer - Catechesis of Pope Francis, Vatican, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2024, no. 1.] 

“Prayer is born in the secret of ourselves, in that inner place that spiritual authors often call the “heart.“ (...) Thus the entire man prays if he prays with his ‘heart.’”[footnoteRef:82] [82:  Ibid., no. 2.] 

“There is no better way to pray than to place oneself like Mary in an attitude of openness, with a heart open to God: “Lord, what you want, when you want, and how you want”. That is, a heart open to God’s will. And God always responds. How many believers live their prayer like this!”[footnoteRef:83] [83:  Ibid., no. 15.] 

“Prayer comes from our hearts and our voices and gives heart and voice to so many people do not know how to pray or who do not want to pray or for whom it is impossible to pray: we are the heart and the voice of these people, rising to Jesus, rising to the Father as intercessors.”[footnoteRef:84] [84:  Ibid. no. 19.] 

One who prays is like someone in love who always carries the beloved person in his or her heart wherever they go.”[footnoteRef:85] [85:  Ibid. no. 24.] 

“The ancients used to say that the organ of prayer is the heart, and thus they explained that the whole person, starting from the centre — the heart — enters into a relationship with God, not just a few faculties.”[footnoteRef:86] [86:  Ibid. no. 31.] 


76.	In the last quote we quote Pope Francis relates the experience of the Russian Pilgrim who comes across Paul’s verse in the First Letter to the Thessalonians: “Pray constantly, always and for everything give thanks” (cf. 5:17-18) and wonders how it can be implemented. “From this question he begins his search, which will lead him to discover what is called the prayer of the heart. It consists in repeating with faith: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!”. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!”. A simple prayer, but very beautiful. A prayer that, little by little, adapts itself to the rhythm of breath and extends throughout the day. Indeed, breath never stops, not even while we sleep; and prayer is the breath of life.”[footnoteRef:87] [87:  Ibid. no. 37.] 

This prayer of the famous Russian pilgrim, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner,” may be particularly appropriate to conclude this reflection on Prayer.


CONCLUSION



77.	In writing these pages, there have been many moments when I have been filled with admiration, emotion, and almost contagion as Father Hannibal’s words and prayers resonate. I am confident that you will experience the same feelings.
Father Hannibal was also a poet, probably not the kind that can find a place in literature textbooks, partly because he neglected to cultivate his poetic vein in order to make his life a gift of love to the Lord, sought and loved in the Eucharist, sought and loved in the little ones and the poor.
He united himself intimately with Jesus who sacrificed his earthly existence for us, giving himself wholeheartedly to the least and most marginalized, sharing their suffering and crying out from newspapers and pulpits against the injustice of the inequalities perpetrated against them. 
“O my children,” he confessed, “the day will come when you will know my martyrdom and my love, that no Father loves his children more, that for you I  pleaded men and God alike.”
His prayer is an act of love, it is a declaration of love to the Lord, a continuous petition to implore good laborers who are able to make themselves martyrs for love.
Father Hannibal’s prayer is different from our prayer, which is sometimes cold and detached; on the contrary, it is the flowing torrent of a passion that he carried in himself as a child and adolescent and that became an roaring river over the years.
We can say that his prayer is a life of earthly existence in projection towards eternal life, in communion with the Lord and the blessed in heaven. His prayer is a school of life. And then we have good reason to repeat: Lord, teach us to pray! Father Hannibal, teach us to live and to make life a continuous prayer.
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