Congregazione dei Rogazionisti
Curia Generalizia

Via Tuscolana, 167 - 00182 Roma
Te. 06.7020751 - Fax 06.7022917
e-mail: segrgen@rcj.org

Rome, November 4, 2025

Prot. n. 265/2025
Subject: Jubilee of the Poor

To: the Rogationists
Cc: the Family of the Rogate

Dearest Confreres,

On November 15, 2025, the 10th World Day of the Poor will be celebrated. As
part of the Jubilee Year, the Jubilee of the Poor will also take place, with the following
program: November 14, at 5:30 PM: Vigil of Mercy at the Basilica of Saint Paul
Outside the Walls. November 15, at 9:00 AM: Pilgrimage to the Holy Door, with the
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the designated Jubilee
churches; at 4:00 PM, a moment of Marian prayer in St. Peter’s Square. November 16,
at 10:00 AM: Holy Mass presided over by the Holy Father in celebration of the 10th
World Day of the Poor at St. Peter’s Basilica; and at 12:30 PM, there will be lunch with
the Holy Father, organized by the Dicastery for the Service of Charity, in Paul VI Hall.

These will be memorable days for the entire Church and, we hope, will resonate
meaningfully throughout the world. Pope Francis has left us a shining example of
closeness to the Poor, and in the Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi fe, taken up and
embraced by Pope Leo XIV, he has handed down his memorial as a testament for the
Church, which—now more than ever—is called to become the Church of the Poor. We
Rogationists, sons of Father Hannibal, wish to be fully attuned to this message. I
recalled it in the Circular Letter Our Fraternal Communion of Life with Christ and with
the Poor:

"Our Founder is recognized as an outstanding apostle of prayer for
vocations and Father of Orphans and the Poor because his apostolate, which
began in the footsteps of a poor man, was then characterized by the
preoccupation of helping and defending all the poor who came to him. He
understood very well that the option for the poor leads not only fo help them and
evangelize them, but to live as poor and together with the poor. This he did by
living in the Avignone district".

In my visits in the Congregation, [ am pleased to observe that this closeness to the
Poor is present in our communities. Nevertheless, we must acknowledge our need to be
further enlightened by the example left to us by Father Hannibal, who, in his final
wishes, urged the confreres who assisted him not to forget “his poor,” and he
remembered them by name. We are called to follow his example, with the awareness

'Rampazzo B., Our fraternal communion of life with Christ and the Poor, Rome (2021), p. 85,



that—as he often repeated—if we commit ourselves and convert in this regard, the Lord
will abundantly bless our Religious Family.

On the occasion of the Jubilee of the Poor, I encourage you to rekindle this
sensitivity and fraternity with the Poor in the various contexts of our apostolate, in ways
most appropriate to the places where you serve. I would like to suggest some possible
tools for raising awareness, such as:

e Re-reading the letter by St. Hannibal dated August 30, 1899: The Hunt of the
Poor, which we could translate and make available to our confreres.

e Organizing, in each Circumscription, a food collection campaign during the
week of November 10—16, to be shared or distributed to the poor on November
16, 2025,

e Promoting awareness of Saint Hannibal as the Father of Orphans and the Poor
through the film Hannibal Mary, for the Love of the Poor and/or other available
media resources.

e Sharing these moments with our collaborators (staff and those close to us in our
daily mission and with those we assist), and, if possible, with the Family of the
Rogate, the Daughters of Divine Zeal, the Missionaries of the Rogate, and the
various Rogationist Associations.

This is a particularly important occasion that can inspire us to make more room for
the Poor in our lives and in our apostolate. The World Day of the Poor should
become—without exaggeration—as important to us as the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, if, in imitation of our holy Founder, we become ever more aware through
faith that in the poor we serve Jesus Christ.

One final thought, though not the least in importance: the worst poverty we can
experience is the lack of faith, the absence of the Lord. Father Hannibal followed in the
footsteps of the poor Francesco Zancone to teach him “the things of God.” Let us ask
the Lord to enlighten us so that we may find the right ways to open the hearts of the
Poor we encounter to the love of the Lord.

With these hopes, I greet you all with affection in the Lord.
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