50th anniversary of the presence of the Rogationists in the USA

Thanksgiving & Renewal
In the present time with the shortage of priests, many bishops in the U.S. would gladly welcome religious communities in their Dioceses. This was not the case in the past. 
A wondering Aramean was my Father (Deut. 26, 5)

Fr. Giovangelista (Joseph) Tursi was sent to the U.S. in January 1947. His goal for coming was to solicit funds for the Rogationist (Anthonian) Orphanages in great need after World War II and to establish a Rogationist house, a base from where to spread the charism: a universal prayer for vocations. Fr. Tursi wandered from New York to Philadelpia, to Miami and even to Cuba. He was successful in raising funds for the orphans, however,  bishops then found no  need of services of religious congregations. At that time the Church in the eastern U.S.  had abundance of priests and seminarians ready to be ordained needing and seeking Bishops from mission dioceses in western U.S.. 

In 1950 Fr. Tursi relocated to the Fresno diocese. From the Cathedral in Fresno he was assigned as a Chaplain of the Hospital in Merced, a resident priest in Fowler, and finally as an “associate” to Msgr. James Bennis in Riverdale for the next ten years.  In September 1957, the new Rogationists Superior General, Fr. Luca Appi, came to visit Fr. Tursi. The bishop of Fresno offered Fr. Appi a suggestion: “If you want to establish your Congregation in U.S., send seminarians, who will study here, learn the language, be acculturated, and once ordained, they will certainly have a place to call their own.” Fr. Appi liked the idea, however, there was no tangible follow-through. Fr. Tursi, up to this point was still a wandering presence.
Reaching Promised Land

In 1966 the new superior General, Fr. Carmelo Drago, decided to recall Fr. Tursi to the Italy. He sent Fr. Paul Petruzzellis from Brazil to relay his intention. When the news spread that Fr. Tursi was leaving, several of his priest friends mobilized themselves and convinced Bishop Willinger to give a parish to the Rogationists. Fr. Tursi was then the confessor of the Bishop and was highly respected. The diocese of Monterey-Fresno was about to be divided and Bishop Willinger was retiring. Nonetheless, he was able to find the parish,  Our lady of Guadalupe in Mendota for Frs. Tursi and Petruzzellis to administer. It was September 1, 1967. The Promised Land was reached. Mendota was a poor parish within it the mission of Three Rock. The place was seen as a sign of Divine Providence. The Congregation started at Avignone, the poorest quarter-slum in the City of Messina, described unfit for human living. We celebrate 50 years of our official presence in the U.S., even though in reality the first Rogationist set foot in this country 70 years ago.

Growing in the new land

The suggestion of sending students was accepted and became a reality with the coming of  Fr. John Bruno, the first Rogationist pastor in  St. Elisabeth. He studied and was acculturated in this new land. He attended St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo.  In 1978 a new parish was assigned to the Rogationist in the Diocese of Fresno. In Sanger, the charism of helping the poor was undoubtedly practiced in Fr. Hannibal House Service Center. In 1987 a house was established in Los Angeles where vocation promotion and the spreading of our charism of praying for vocations became our priority. Assuming a parish in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles had to wait till 2001. Since many religious communities were leaving the direction of parishes, the Archdiocese found and assigned St. Elisabeth in Van Nuys to the Rogationist and in 2015, St. Jane Frances in North Hollywood, CA. In 2004 we crossed the borders to Guadalajara, Mexico where a house was canonically built and inaugurated  in Tonala in 2008. We now formed the “Our Lady of Guadalupe Delegation” of the Rogationist Fathers in California and Mexico.

Coming together as an international community

The growth of our Delegation was not possible just with local vocations. In the past all priests were Italians trying to assimilate the new American and Mexican culture. We are now composed by priests from other Rogationist Provinces, from the Philippines and India. We can say that we are multicultural religious communities serving multicultural parish communities (Van Nuys, St. Elisabeth Parish:  Fr. Vito Di Marzio, Fr. Antonio Fiorenza, Fr. Denny Joseph, Fr. Renato Panlasigui. North Hollywood: Fr. Antonio Carlucci, Fr.  Shinto Sebastian, Fr. Peter Quinto. Sanger: Fr. John Bruno, Fr. Devassy Painadath. Tonalà (Mexico): Fr. Javier Flores, Fr Manesh Parackel, Fr. Thomas  Kannampuzh, Br. Eduardo Rodriguez).
We are currently 4 communities, with 12 priests, one religious brother, and 10 seminarians.
United to us are our brothers who have spent their lives serving the Church in America and now are in the God’s light . Let us keep alive their memories and remember them in our prayer: Fr. Paolo Petruzzellis (March 31, 1985 in Sanger, CA), Fr. Giuseppe Tursi (June 5, 1987 in Trani, Italy). Fr. Rosario Scazzi (June 7, 1989 in Fresno, CA), Deacon Joseph Lyons (May 17, 1998 in Fresno, CA), Fr. Filippo Puntrello (November 25, 2012 in Sanger, CA), Fr. Rodolfo D’Agostino (July 5, 2014 in Van Nuys, CA), Fr. Salvatore Ciranni (September 24, 2015 in Messina, Italy).
Our charism and our goal
“The harvest is great, but the labourers are few: pray therefore the Lord of the harvest, to send out workers in his harvest”.  

These words of  Jesus, recorded in the Gospels of Mathew and Luke ( Mt 9,35-3; Lc 10, 1-2) are the bases of the  Rogationist charism. The whole life and mission of the Rogationists is to respond to this deepest yearning of Jesus for good workers in his vineyard.  Coupled with prayer is charity. Charity is the expression being a true good workers. We are convinced that prayer for vocations cannot be fulfilled unless it is sustained by charitable works.
We came to this blessed land of freedom to share the charism of “Rogate” by fostering a vocation culture through prayer and reaching out to the needy.   

The plans of the Lord
As we celebrate 50 years of our presence in the U.S. we are grateful to the Lord and we beg the Lord to fulfill his plans. We are only instruments, sharing the gift of the Lord: make his compassion for the abandoned crowds our own and beg the Lord of the Harvest to send workers into his harvest. 

Thanks to all of you, parishioners and friends, for joining us in thanksgiving to the Lord of the harvest  and in the renewal of our purpose to continue to serve the Church in America.

The Rogationist Fathers
