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Greetings for the Holy Christmas and New Year 2011

To the Most Reverend Superiors 

of the  Rogationist Circumscriptions

the Rogationist Communities 

the Family of the Rogate

THEIR HOUSES

Dearest,


              With this letter I would like to convey to you the fondest greetings for the  Holy Christmas and the New Year 2011. I still feel the trepidation for the task which the General Chapter has entrusted  to me. If on the one hand it  makes me feel the weight of the great responsibility which it entails, on the other hand it makes me closer particularly to each one of you, in the fraternal sharing of a journey which unites us  following the footsteps of many Confreres and members of  our religious Family, who exemplary went ahead of us and, still before, those of our beloved Founder, St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia. 

               Our General Chapter started in the name of the Founder , significantly with the blessing and the installation of his hieratic and majestic statue in an external niche of St. Peter Basilica. The Holy Father,  Benedict XVI,  in his message addressed to the capitular assembly has underlined this legacy which is fundamental  for each one of us. 

                “Preserve the spiritual patrimony handed down to you by your Founder, St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, who loved Christ intensely, and was always inspired  by him in carrying out a prudent vocational apostolate as well as courageous work in favour of his needy neighbors. Follow his example and joyfully continue his mission, still valid today, even though the social conditions  in which we live have changed”. 
               We need to draw from Father Hannibal the great love for the Child Jesus, the gift of knowing how to get closer to his manger and enjoy the charm of his innocence, entrusted to Mary and Joseph, and to contemplate his poverty and love for the poor  who were the first ones he called close to him. 

                We need above all to grasp, from  the poetry of Christmas, the mystery of the “Son of God” who becomes “Son of man”, in order to share the frailty  of our  humanity and reconstitute her in the glory to which she was called since the beginning. 

                 The  holy season of Advent,  which we started , will help us to accelerate – according to the invitation of the Liturgy – this encounter of salvation. 

                  In the spirit of this fraternity and closeness, characteristics of Christmas, I would like to inform you, with simplicity, about the journey started together with the Confreres of the General Council, along these first months. 

                  After the turn over done in September with the out-going General Government, two Committees started the examination of the texts of the General Chapter: the Constitutions and Norms and the Document of the Chapter “The Rogationist Rule of Life”. 

                   The following month I have accompanied the Chapter of the Latin American Province. At the same time, through the Vicar General, Fr. Bruno Rampazzo, I carried out the Apta Consultatio of the Philippine Delegation in view  of the renewal of its Government. The new Government of the Delegation will be announced on the occasion of the Assembly of the Circumscription scheduled on December 27-28. At the beginning of February 2011, for the same reason, we will start the Apta Consultatio also in the USA Delegation. 

                    From November 14, 2010 the Council gathered in our House of Assisi to examine the capitular document “The Rogationist Rule of Life” and the Regulations updated by the Chapter, and at the same time to start the general programming.  The approved document of the Chapter is in the point to be printed at first in Italian language.  Immediately after, it will be published also in the different languages of the Congregation. The Regulations, as soon as possible will be forwarded to the Holy See for approval. 

                     On November 30 we had a joint meeting of the Councils of the Daughters of Divine Zeal and ours, in order to evaluate together the possibility of collaboration in some particular  events  and/or sectors of apostolate. 

                      Then on January and February 2011  I will accompany the Chapters of the two Italian Provinces. 

                      In the meantime as we started our mandate I and the General Councilors with the General Treasurer,  we are committed to journey  together  and in full communion. We are trying to do what it is possible in order to deepen our understanding of the task which has been entrusted to us and at the same time to improve the knowledge of those realities which, as  General Government,  we are called to animate and accompany. 

                      I would like  to recall some of the tasks  which we intend  to share together, as Institute, within this year.  At first the Rogationist Mission  Day,  presented with  a proper circular letter just in these days, concerning a project of solidarity in favour of the missionary station of Nalgonda (Andra Pradesh – India). The pictures and  printed matters edited by the Missionary Central Office,  show the meaningful affinity between this precious apostolate in favour of the needy children and the commitment carried out by our Father  Founder at the start of the Pious Work in Messina. 

                      Furthermore,  I would like to remind that at the beginning of May 2011, after the renewal of four Governments of Circumscriptions,  we will hold the Conference of the Major Superiors, which  by now has become an important annual appointment of the Congregation.  Without doubt it will constitute a precious experience of unity, mutual listening,  sharing and support for the good of the individual confreres and the Congregation. 

                      Another important moment of the journey of the Institute, at the central level, will be five-year course of permanent formation, tentatively scheduled starting September 25 until October 16, 2011,  according to the new modality begun during the previous six years, which is structured in three weeks: the first for updating, the second for the charismatic aspect done in the places of the Father, and the third with the pilgrimage in the Holy Land.  This appointment will be also an enriching moment of growth in the journey of permanent formation, in fraternity and communion. 

                       Our journey is fulfilled in the Church and with the Church. We would like to welcome with joy the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation  “Verbum Domini” of  the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, dated September 30, 2010, where, he  exhorts so that “the work of the Synod may have a real effect on the life of the Church… that the Bible may not be simply a word from the past, but a living and timely word”. 

                       In this regard  I would like also to recall the beautiful words which the Holy Father, has addressed to the General Superiors during the audience granted on November 26, 2010 on the occasion of the General Assembly:

                          “This implied to rethink the same sense of your vocation, which entails, first of all, to seek God, quaerere Deum: you are by vocation seekers of God. Consecrate the best energies of your vocation to this search. Pass from secondary concerns to the essential, to that which is truly important; seek the definitive,  seek God, always keep your gaze turned towards Him. Like the first monks,  cultivate an eschatological trend: behind the temporary,  seek for what remains, what does not pass away ( cfr. Speech in the College des Bernardin, Paris, September 12, 2008). Seek God in the brothers that he gave you, with whom you share the same life and mission. Seek Him particularly in the men and women of our time, to whom you are sent to offer with your life and words, the gift of the Gospel. Seek Him  especially in the poor, the first recipients of the Good News (cf. Lk 4:18). Seek him in the Church where the Lord is present, especially in the Eucharist and other Sacraments, and in His Word, which is the highway in our search for God; it leads us into conversation with Him and reveals His true face. Always be passionate seekers and witnesses of God”. 

                         Dearest, as son of my native land Brazil and of the Congregation, I cannot but feel the importance of this moment in which our Religious Family, being aware of the richness of her sons coming from different countries and cultures, has called me to animate and accompany her. 

                         I am  aware of my inadequacy but at the same time I am eager to commit myself totally for the good of the Institute, with the support of the General Council, the fraternal collaboration of the Superiors of the Circumscriptions, the closeness of each one of you, Confreres and members of the common Family of the Rogate. 

                           The mystery of Christmas which we celebrate constitutes the parable of God’s action, who in the simplicity and poverty, availability and obedience, carries out the work of salvation. 

                           Let us be enlightened by this teaching so that in each one of us and in our Congregation the plans of the Lord may be accomplished.

                           This is my best wish for each one of you and for your dear ones, whom I entrust to the blessing of the Divine Superiors, through the intercession of our Founder, St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia.

Merry Christmas and Happy  New Year 2011 in the grace of the Lord!








  P. Angelo A. Mezzari, rcj







                   Superior General
“Joseph also went up from Galilee, 


from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, 


to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, 


because he was of the house and family of David,  


in order to register along with Mary, 


who was engaged to him, and was with child. 


While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth.  


And she gave birth to her firstborn son; 


and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 


because there was no room for them in the inn”.


(Lk 2, 4-7)
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